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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE LATE REV. JOHN 
COWPER, A.M. 


Written by his brother, the late William Cowper, Esq. of the Inner Temple, 
author of “ The Task,” &c. faithfully t anscribed from his original manu- 
script. By the Rev. Fohn Newton. 


AS foon as if had pleafed God, after a long“and fharp feafon 
of conviction, to vifit me with the confolations of his grace, it be- 
came one of my chief concerns, that my relations might be made 
partakers of the fame mercy. In the firft letter 1 wrote to my 
brother, I took occafion to declare what God had dene ‘for my 
foul, and am not confcious, that from that period down to his 
laft illnefs I wilfully neglected an opportunity of engaging him, 
if it were poflible, in converfation of a fpiritual kind. . When I 
left St. Albans, and went to vifithim at Cambridge, my heart 
being full of the fubject, 1 poured it out before him without referve ; 
and in-all my fubfequent dealings with him, fo. far as I was ena- 
bled, took care to fhow that I had received, not merely a fet of 
notions, but a real impreffion of the truths of the gofpel. 

At firft I found him ready enough to talk with me upon thefé 
fubjects ; fometimes he would difpute, but always without heat or 
animofity, and fometimes would endeavour to reconcile the differ- 
ence of our fentiments, by fuppofing that, at the bottom, we were 
both of a mind, and meant the fame thing.* He 


. I had a brother once— 
Peace to the mem’ry of a man of worth, 
A man of letters, and of manners too— 
Of manners sweet as Virtue always wears, 
When gay good-nature dresses her in smiles, 
He grac’d a college in which order yet 
* Was sacred; and was honour’d, lov’d, and wept 
By more than one, themselves conspicuous there. 
See Cowper’s Tash, page 85, 2d edit. 1786, 
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He was a man of a moft candid and ingenuous fpirit ; his tem- 
per remarkably fweet; and in his behaviour to me, had always 
manifefted an uncommon affeétion. His outward conduét, fo far 
as it fell under my notice, or I could learn it by the report of 
others, was perfectly decent and unblameable. There was noth- 
ing vicious in any part of his practices but being of a ftudious, 
thoughtful turn, he placed his chief delight in the acquifition of 
learning, and made fuch acquifitions in it, that he had but few 
rivals in that of a claflical kind. He was critically fkilled in the 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; was beginning to make 
himfelf matter of the Syriac, and perfectly underitood the French 
and Italian, the latter of which he could fpeak fluently. Thefe 
attainments, however, and. many others in the literary way, he 
lived heartily to defpife, not as ufelefs when fanctified and employ- 
éd in the fervice of God, but when fought after for their own 
fake, and with a view to the praife of men. Learned however as 
ke was, he was eafy and cheerful in his converfation, and entirely 
free from the ftiffnefs, which is generally contracted by men de- 
voted to fuch purfuits. , 

Thus we fpent about two years, converfing as occafion offered, 
(and we generally vifited each other once or twice a week, as long 
as | continued at Huntingdon) upon the leading truths of the 
gofpel. By this time, however, he began to be more referved ; he 
would hear me patiently, but never reply ; and this I found, upon 
his own confeflion -afterward, was the effect of a refolution he had 
taken, in order to avoid difputes, and to fecure the continuance 
of that peace which had always fubfifted between us. When our 
fatnily removed to Olney, our intercourfe became lefs frequent. 
We exchanged an annual vifit, and whenever he came amongft us, 
jie obferved the fame conduét, conforming to all our cuftoms, at- 
tending family worfhip with us, and heard the preaching, received 
civilly whatever paffed in converfation upon the fubjecét, but ad- 
hered ftriétly to the rule he had prefcribed to himfelf, never re: 
marking upon or objecting to any thivg he heard or faw. This, 
through the goodnefs of his natural temper, he was enabled to 
carry fo far, that though fome things unavoidably happened, 
which we feared would give him offence, he never took any ; for 
it was not poflible to offer him the pulpit, nor when Mr. N 
was with us once at the time of family prayer, could we afk my 
brother to officiate, though being himfelf a minifter, and one of 
our own family for the time, the office feemed natural to fall 
into his hands. | 

In September, 1769, I learned by letters from Cambridge, that’ 
he was dangeroufly ill. I fat out for that place the day after I 
received them, and found him as ill as Lexpected. He had taken 
cold on his return from a journey into Wales, and left he fhould 
be laid up ata diftance from home, had puthed forward as faft a 
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he could from Dath with a feverupon him. Soon after his ar- 
rival at Cambridge, he difcharged, unkpown to himfelf, fuch a 
prodigious quantity of blood, that the phyfician afcribed it only to 
the ftrength of his conftitution that he was ftill alive ; and affured 
me, that if the difcharge fhould be repeated, he muft inevitably 
die upon the fpot. In this ftate of imminent danger, he feemed 
to have no more concern about his fpiritual interefts than when in 
perfec health. His couch was ftrewed with volumes of plays, to 
which he had frequent recourfe for amufement. I learned indeed 
afterwards, that even at this time, the thoughts of God and eter- 
nity would often force themfelves upon his mind ; but not appre- 
hending his life to be in danger, and trufting in the morality of 
his pat condué, he found it no difficult matter to thruft them out 
again. 

a V it pleafed God that he had no relapfe, he prefently began to 
recover ftrength, and in ten days time I left him fo far reftored, 
that he could ride many miles without fatigue, and had every 
fymptom of returning health. It is probable, however, that 
though his recovery feemed perfect, this illnefs was the means 
which God had appointed to bring down his ftrength in the midf 
of his journey, and to haften on the malady which proved his laft. 

On the 16th of February, 1770, I was again fummoned to at- 
tend him, by letters which reprefented him as fo ill, that the phys 
fician entertained but little hopes of his recovery. I found him 
afflicted with the afthma and dropfy, fuppofed to be the effe& of 
an impofthume in his liver. He was however cheerful when I 
firft arrived, exprefled great, joy at feeing me, thought himfelf 
much better than he had been, and feemed to flatter himfelf with 
hopes that he fhould be wellagain. My fituation at this time was 
truly diftrefsful. I learned from the phyfician, that, in this in- 
ftance, as in the laft, he was in much greater danger than he fut 
pected. He did not feem to'lay his ilinefs at all to heart, nor 
could I find by his converfation that he had one ferious seme om 
As often as a fuitable occafion offered, when we were free from 
company and interruption, I endeavoured to give a fpiritual turn 
to the difcourfe, and the day after my arrival, afked his permiffion 
to pray with him, to which he readily confented. I renewed my 
attempts in this way as often as I could, though without any ap- 
parent fuccefs: ftill he feemed as carelefs and unconcerned as ever; 
yet I could not but confider his willingnefs in this inftance as a 
token for good, and obferved with pleafure, that though at other 
times he difcovered no mark of ferioufnefs, yet when 1 {poke to 
him of the Lord’s dealings with myfelf, he received what I faid 
with affection, would prefs my hand, and look kindly at me, and 
feemed to love me the better for it. 

On the 21f of the fame month, he had a violent fit of the 
afthma, which feized him when he rofe, about an hour before 
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noon, and lafted all the day. His agony was dreadful. Having 
never feen any perfon afflicted in the fame way, I could not help 
fearing that he would be fuffocated ; nor was the phyfician him- 
felf without fears of the fame kind. This day the Lord was very 
prefent with me, and enabled me, as I fat by the poor fufferer’s 
fide, to wreltle for a blefling. upon him. 
*. I obferved to him, that though it had pleafed God to vifit him 
with ‘great afflictions, yet mercy was mingled with the difpenfation., 
I faid, “ You have many friends, who love you, and are willing 
to do all they can to ferve you ; and;fo perhaps have others in the 
like circumftances ; but it is not the lot of every fick man, how 
much foever he may be beloved, to have a friend that can pray for 
him.” He replied, “That is true, and I hope God will have 
mercy upon me.” His love for me from this time became very 
remarkable ; there was a tendernefs.in it more than was merely 
natural; and he generally exprefled it by calling for bleffings upon 
me in the moft affectionate terms, and with a look and manner not 
to be defcribed, a 

At night, when he was quite worn out with the fatigue of la- 
bouring for breath, and could get no reft, his afthma ftill continu- 
ing, he turned to me, and faid, with a melancholy air, “ Brother, 
I feem to be marked out for mifery ; you know fome people are 
fo.” That moment [ felt my heart enlarged, and fuch a perfua- 
fion of the-love of God towards him was wrought in my foul, that 
I replied with :confidence, and as if I had authority given me to 
fay it, But that is not your €afe; you are marked out for. mercy. 

Through the whole of this moft painful difpenfation he was 
bleft with a degree:of patience and refignation to the will of God, 
not always feen in the behaviour-of eftablifhed Chriftians under fuf- 
ferings fo great as his. 1 never. heard a murmuring word efcape 
him ; on the contrary, he would , often fay, when his pains were 
moft.acute, ‘ I only with it may pleafe God to enable me to fuffer 
without complaining ; I haverno right to complain.” Once he 
faid, ‘with a loud voice, “ Let thy rod and thy ftaff fupport and 
comfort me ; and oh, that it. were with me as in times paft, when 
the candle of the Lord fhone upon my tabernacle,” One evening, 
when I had been exprefling my hope that the Lord would fhow 
him mercy, he replied ; “ 1 hope he will; Iam fure I pretend to 
mothing.” . Many times he fpoke of himfelf in terms of the great- 
eft felf abafement, which I cannot now particularly remember. 
I thought I could difcern, in thefe expreffions, the glimpfes of ap- 
proaching day, and have no.doubt at prefent but that the Spirit of 
‘God.was gradually preparing him, in a way of true humiliation, 
for that briglit difplay of gofpel grace which he was foon after 
pleafed toafford him... i 
>On Saturday the. 1oth.of March. about three in. the afternoon, 
he faddenly burft into tears, and faid with a Ioud ery, “ Oh, be 
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fake me not!”? I went to his bedfide, when he grafped my hand, 

and prefently by his eyes and countenance I found that he was in 
prayer. Then turning to me he faid, “ Oh, brother, I am full of 
what I could fay to you.’”’ The nurfe afked him if he would have 
any hartfhorn or lavender. He replied, ** None of thefe things 
will ferve my purpofe.” I faid, “ But I know what would, my 
dear, don’t I?” He anfwered, “* You do, brother.”’ 

Having continued fome time filent, he faid, “ Behold, I create 
new heavens and a new earth!” then, after a paufe, “ Aye, and 
he is able to do it too,” 

I left him for about an hour, fearing left he fhould fatigue him- 
felf with talking, and becaufe my furprife and joy were fo great, 
that I could hardly bear them. When I returned, he threw his 
arms about my neck, and leaning his head again{t mine, he faid, 
** Brother, if I live, you and I fhall be more like one another than 
we have been. But, whether I live or not, all is well, and will be 
fo; 1 know it will; 1 have felt that which I never felt before, and 
am fure that God has vifited me with this ficknefs to teach me 
what [ was too proud to learn in health. I never had fatisfac- 
tion tillnow. The doétrines I had been ufed to, referred me to 
myst LF for the foundation of my hopes, and there I could find 
nothing to reft upon. The fheet anchor of the foul was wanting. 
I thought you wrong, yet wifhed to believe as you did. I found 
myfelf unable to believe, yet always thought that I fhould one 
day be brought to dofo. You fuffered more than I have:done 
before you believed thefe truths; but our fufferings, though dif- 
ferent in their kind and meafure, were direéted to the fame end. 
I hope he has taught me that, which he teaches none but his own. 
{hope fo. Thefe things were foolifhnefs to me once, but now I 
have a firm foundation, and am fatisfied.”’ , 

In the évening, when I went to bid him good night, he looked 
ftedfaftly in my face, and, with great folemnity in his air and 
manner, taking me by the hand, refumed the difcourfe in thefe 
very words. ‘As empty, and yet full; as having nothing, and 
yet “poffefling all things—TI fee the rock upon which I once fplit, 
and I fee the rock of my falvation. I have peace in mylelf, and 
if I live I hope it will be, that I may be made a meffenger of 
peace to others. I have learned ¢hat ina moment, which I could 
not have learned by reading many books for many years. I have 
often ftudied thefe points, and ftudied them with great attention, 
but was blinded by prejudice, and unlefs he who alone is worthy 
to unloofe the feals had opened the book to me, I had been blind- 
ed ftill. Now they appear fo plain, that though I am convinced 
no comment could ever have made me underftand them, I wonder 
I did not fee them before. Yet great as my doubts and difficulties 
were, they have only ferved to pave the way, and being folved, 
they make it plainer. The light I have received comes late, but 
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it is a comfort to me that I never made the gofpel truths a fubje@ 
of ridicule. Though I diffented from the perfuafion and the ways 
of God’s people, I ever thought them refpectable, and therefore 
not proper to be made a jeft of. The evil I fuffer is the confe- 
quence of my defcent from the corrupt original flock, and of my 
own perfonal tranfgreflions ; the good I enjoy comes to me as the 
overflowing of his bounty: but the crown of all his mercies is 
this, that he has given me a Saviour, and not only the Saviour of 
mankind, brother, but my Saviour. - 

«“ T fhould delight to fee the people at Olney, but am not wor~ 
thy to appear amongit them.” He wept at fpeaking thefe words, 
and repeated them with emphafis. “I fhould rejoice in an hour’s 
converfation with Mr. N and, if I live, fhall have much dift 
courfe with him upon thefe fubjeéts, but am fo weak in body, that 
at prefent I could not bear it.” 

At the fame time he gave me to underftand, that he had been 
five years inquiring after the truth ; thatis, from the time of my 
firft vifit to him after I left St. Albans, and that, from the very 
day of his ordination, which was ten years ago, he had been dif 
fatisfied with his own views of the gofpel, and fenfible of their 
defeé& and obfcurity ; that he had always had a fenfe of the import- 
ance of the minifterial charge, and had ufed to confider himfeif 
aceountable for his do&rine no lefs than his,praétice; that he 
could appeal to the Lord for his fincerity in all that time, and had 
never wilfully erred, but always been defirous of coming to the 
knowledge of the truth. He added, that the moment when he fent 





- forth that cry* was the moment when light was darted into his 


foul ; that he had thought much about thefe things in the courfe 
of his illnefs, but never till that inant was able to underftand 
them. 

It was remarkable, that, from the very inftant, when he was 
firft enlightened, he was alfo wonderfully ftrengthened in body, 
fo that from the roth to the 14th of March we all entertained 
hopes of his recovery. He was himfelf very fanguine in his ex- 
pectations of it, but frequently faid, that his defire of recovery 
extended no farther than his hopes of ufefulnefs; adding, * Un- 
lefs I may live to be an infirument of good to others, it were bete 
ter for me to die now.” 

As his affurance was clear and unthaken, fo he was very fenfible 
of the goodnefs of the Lord to him in that refpe&. On the day 
when his eyes were opened, he turned tc me, and in a low voice 
faid, “ What a mercy it is to a man in my condition to dnow his 
acceptance ; 1am completely fatisfied of mine.” On another oce 
cafion, {peaking to the fame purpofe, he faid, “ This bed would 
be abed of mifery, and it is fo; but it is likewife a bed of joy 
and a bed of difcipline. Was I to die this night, I know I thould 


. : be 
* On the 10th of March, vide supra. 
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be happy. This affurance I hope is quite confiftent with the word 
of God. It is built upon a fenfe of my own utter infufficiency 
and therallfuficiency of Chriit.” At the fame time, he faid, 
Brother, [ have been building my glory upon a fandy foundation ; 
Ihave laboured night and day to perfect myfelf in things of no 
profit: I have facrificed my health to thefe purfuits, and am now 
fuffermg the confequence of my mifpent labour. Bet how con- 
temptible do the writers I once highly valued now appear to me. 
* Yea, doubtlefs, I count all things lofs and dung for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord.” I muft now 
go toanew {chool. Ihave many things to learn.. I fucceeded 
in my former purfuits. I wanted to be highly applauded ; and I 
was fo. I was flattered up to the height of my wilhes; now [: 
mutt learn a new leffon.” 

On the evening of the 13th, he faid, “ What comfort have I in 
this bed, miferable as Ifeemtobe. Brother, I lave to look at you. 
I fee now, who was right, and who was miftaken. But it feems 
wonderful, that fuch a difMenfation fhould be neceflary to enforce 
what feems fo very plain. I with myfelf at Olney; you have a 
good river there, better than all the rivers of Damafcus. What 
a {cene is pafling before me! Ideas upon thefe fubjects crowd up- 
on me falter than I can give them utterance. How plain do ma- 
ny texts appear, to which, after confulting all the commentators, I 
fhould hardly affix a meaning ; and now I have their true mean- 
ing without any comment at all. There is but one key to the 
New Teftament ; there is but one interpreter. I cannot defcribe 
to you, nor fhall ever be able to defcribe, what I felt in the moment 
when it was given tome. May I make a good ufe of it! How 
I fthudder when I think of the danger I have juft efcaped. I had 
made up my mind upon thefe fubjects, and was determined to haz- 
ard all upon the juftnefs of my own opinions.” 

Speaking of his illnefs, he faid, he had been followed night and 
day from the very beginning of it with this text, J /hall not die, 
but live and declare the works of the Lord. This notice was fulfilled 
to him, though not in fuch a fenfe as my defires of his recovery 
prompted me to put upon it. His remarkable amendment foon 
appeared to. be no more than a prefent fupply of flrength and 
{pirits, that he might be able to {peak of the better life which God 
had given him, which was no fooner done than he relapfed as 
fuddenly as he had revived. About this time he formed a purpofe 
of receiving the facrament, induced to it principally by a defire 
of fetting his feal to the truth, in prefence of thofe who were 
ftrangers to the change which had taken place in his fentiments. 
It muft have been adminiftered to him by the matter of the college, 
to whom he defigned to have made this fhort declaration. “ If I 
die, I die in the belief of the doétrines of the reformation, and of 


the church of England, as it was at the time of the reformation.” 
But 
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But his ftrength declining apace, and his pains becoming moré 
fevere, he could never find a propet opportunity of doing it. 
His experience was rather peace than joy, if a diftinétion may be 
made between joy and that heartfelt peace which he often fpoke 
of in the moft comfortable terms ; and which he expreffed by 
a heavenly {mile upon his countenance under the bittereft bodily 
diftrefs. His words upon this fubje@ once were thefe :—“* How 
wonderful is it, that God fhould look upon man, efpecially that he 
fhould look upon me ? Yet he fees me, and takes notice of all that I 
fuffer. I fee him too; he is prefent before me, and I hear him 
fay, Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give you reff.” Mat. xi.28. On the r4th, inthe afternoon, I per- 
ceived that the ftrength and {pirits, which had been afforded him, 


‘were fuddenly withdrawn, fo that by the next day his mind be- 


came weak, and his fpeech roving and faltering. But fill, at 
intervals, he was enabled to fpeak of divine things with great force 
and clearnefs. On the evening of the 15th he faid, “ There is 
more joy in heaven over one finneggthat repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine jult perfons who need no repentance.” That text 
has been fadly mifunder{tood by me, as well as by others. Where 
is that juft perfon to be found? Alas, what muft have become of 


-me, if I had died this day fe’nnight? What fhould I have had to 


plead? My own righteoufnefs! That would have been of great 
fervice to me, to be fure.\ Well, whither next? Why, to the 
mountains to fall upon us, and to the hills to cover us. I am not 
duly thankful! for the mercy Ihave received. Perhaps I may af- 
cribe fome part of my infenfibility to my great weaknefs of body. 
I hope at leat, that, if I was better in health, it wouid be better 
with me in theife reipedcts alfo.” 

The next day, perceiving that his underftanding began to fuffer 
by the extreme weaknefs of his body, he faid; “ I have been vain 
of my underftanding and of my acquirements in this place ; and 
now God has made me little better than an idiot, as much as‘to fay, 
now be proud if you can. Well, while I have any fenfes left, my 
thoughts will be poured out in the praife of God. I have an in- 
tereft in Chrift, in his blood and fufferings, and my fins are for- 

iven me. Have I not caufe to praife him? When my under- 
ftanding fails me quite, as I think it will foon, then he will pity 
my weakneis.” : : 7 

Though the Lord intended that his warfare fhould be fhort, 
yet a warfare he was to have, and to be expofed toa meafure of 
conflict with his own corruptions. His pain being extreme, his 
powers of recollection much impaired, and the Comforter with- 
holding for a feafon his fenfible fupport, he was betrayed into a 
fretfulnefs and impatience of fpirit which had never been permit- 
ted to fhow itfelf before. ‘This appearance alarmed me, and hav- 
ing an opportunity afforded me by every body’s abfence, I fatd to 


him, 
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him, “ You was happier la Saturday than you are to-day. Are 
you entirely deftitute of the confolations you then {poke of ? and 
do you not fometimes feel comfort flowing into your heart from a 
fenfe of your acceptance with God?” He replied, “ Sometimes 
I do, but fometimes I am left to defperation.”” The fame day in the 
evening he faid, “ Brother, I believe you are often uneafy, left 
what lately paft fhould come to nothing.” I replied, by afking 
him, whether, when he found his patience and his temper fail, he 
endeavoured to pray for power againit his corruptions ? He anfwer- 
ed, “ Yes, a thoufand timesinaday. But I fee myfelf odioufly 
vile and wicked. If I die in this illnefs, I beg you will place no 
other infcription over me than fuch as may juit mention my name, 
and the parifh where I was minifter ; for that I ever had a being, 
and what fort of a being I had, cannot be too foon forgot. I was 
jult beginning to bea deilt, and had long defired to be fo; and I 
will own to you what I never confefled before, that my funétion, 
and the duties of it, were a wearinefs to me which I could not 
bear. Yet, wretched creature and beaft as I was, I was eflteemed 
religious, though I lived without God in the world.” About this 
time I reminded him of the account of Janeway’s, which he once 
read at my defire. He faid he had laughed at it in his own mind, 
and accounted it mere madnefs and folly. ‘ Yet, bafe as I am,” 
faid he, * I have no doubt now but God has accepted me alfo, 
and forgiven me all my fins.” 

I then afked him what he thought of my narrative ? He replied, 
« T thought it ftrange, and afcribed much of it to the ftate in 


which you had been. When I came to vifit you in London, , 


and found you in that deep diftrefs, I would have given the uni- 
verfe to have adminiftered fome comfort to you. You may re- 
member that I tried every method of doing it. When I found 
that all my attempts were vain, 1 was fhocked to the greateft de. 
gree. I began to confider your fufferings as a judgment upon 
you, and my inability to alleviate them as a judgment upon my- 
felf. When M1. M. came, he fucceeded ina moment. This fur- 
prifed me; but it does not furprife me now. He had the key to 
your heart, which I had not. That which filled me with difguft 
againft my office as a minifter was the fame ill fuccefs which at- 
tended me in my own parifh. There I endeavoured to footh the 
affliéed, and to reform the unruly by warning and reproof; but 
all that I could fay in either cafe was fpoken to the wind, and at- 
tended with no effect.’ 

There is that in the nature of falvation by grace, when it is 
truly and experimentally known, which prompts every perfon to 
think himfelf the moft extraordinary inftance of its power. Ac- 
cordingly, my brother infifted upon the precedence in this refpeé, 
and, upon comparing his cafe with mine, would by no means al. 
low my deliverance to have been fo wonderful as hisown. He 
Vol. V. No. 8. N x obferved, 
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obferved, that, “from the beginning, both his manner of life and 
his connexions had been fuch as had a natural tendency to blind 
his eyes, and to confirm and rivet his prejudices againft the truth. 

Blamelefs in his outward condué, and having no open immoral- 
ity to charge himfelf with, his acquaintance had been with men of 
the fame ftamp, who trufted in themfelves that they were right- 
eous, and defpifed the do@rines of the crofs. Such were all who, 
‘from his earlieft days, he had been ufed to propofe to himfelf as 
patterns for his imitation. ‘Not to go farther back; fuch was the 
clergyman under whom he received the firft rudiments of his edu- 
cation ; fuch was the fchoolmafter, under whom he was prepared 
for the univerfity ; and fuch were all the moft admired charatters 
there, with whom he was molt ambitious of being connected. He 
lamented the dark and Chriftlefs condition of the place, where 
learning and morality were all in all, and where if a man was 
pofleffed of thefe qualifications he neither doubted himfelf, nor did 
any body elfe queftien the fafety of his ftate. He concluded 
therefore that to fhow the fallacy of fuch appearances, and to root 
out the prejudices, which long familiarity with them had faltened 
upon his mind, required a more than ordinary exertion of divine 
power, and that the grace of God was more clearly manifefted in 
fuch a work, than in the converfation of one like me, who had no 
outfide righteoufnefs to boaft of, and who, if I was ignorant of the 
truth, was not however fo defperately prejudiced againft it.” 

His thoughts, I fuppofe, had been led to this fubject, when one 
afternoon, while I was writing by the fire fide, he thus addrefled 
himfelf to the nurfe, who fat at his bolfter. « Nurfe, I have lived 
three and thirty years, and I will tell you how I have fpent them. 
When I was a boy they taught me Latin; and becaufe I was the 
fon of a gentleman they taught me Greek. Thefe I learned un- 
der a fort of private tutor; at the age of fourteen, or thereabouts, 
they fent me to a public fchool, where I learned more Latin and 
Greek ; and, laft of all, to this place, where I have been learning 
more Latin and Greek ftill. Now has not this been a bleffed life, 
and much to the glory of God ?” then, direéting his fpeech to me, 
he faid, “ Brother, I was going to fay I was born in fuch a year ; 
but I correé& myfelf: I would rather fay, in fucha year I came 
into the world. You know when I was born.” 

As long as he expetted to recover, the fouls committed to his 
care were much upon his mind. One day, when none was prefent 
but myfelf, he prayed thus: “O Lord, thou art good ; goodnefs 
is thy very efflence, and thou art the fountain of wifdom. I ama 
poor worm, weak and foolifh asa child. Thou haft intrufted 
many fouls unto me; and I have not been able to teach them, 
becaufe I knew thee not myfelf.. Grant me ability, O Lord, for 
I can do nothing without thee, and give me grace to be faithful.” 
In 
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In atime of fevere and continual pain, he {miled in my face, 
and faid, “ Brother, I amas happy asaking.” And the day before 
he died, when I afked him what fort of a night he had, he replied, 
“A fad night, not a wink of fleep.” I faid, “ Perhaps, though, 
your mind has been compofed, and you have been enabled to 
pray.” ‘ Yes,” faid he, “I have endeavoured to fpend the 
hours in the thoughts of God and prayer: I have been much 
comforted, and all the comfort I got came to me in this way.” 

The next morning I was called up to be a witnefs of his laft 
moments. I found him in a deep fleep, lying perfectly ftill, and 
feemingly free from pain, I ftaid with him till they preffed me 
to quit the room, and in about five minutes after I had left him he 
died ; fooner indeed than I expected, though for fome days there 
had been no hopes of his recovery. His death at that time was 
rather extraordinary ; at leaft, I thought it fo; for, when I took 
leave of him the night before, he did not feem worfe nor weaker 
than he had been, and, for aught that appeared, might have laft- 
ed many days; but the Lord, in whofe fight the death of his 
faints is precious, cut fhort his fufferings, and gave him a fpeedy 
and peaceful departure.—He died at feven in the morning, on the 
2oth of March, 1770. 


“‘ Thou art the source and centre of all minds, 
Their only point of rest, ErERNAL worpD! 
From Tree departing, they are lost and rove 
At random, without honour, hope, or peace. 
From 1H £E is all that sooths the life of man, 
His high endeavour and his glad success, 
His strength to suffer, and his will to serve. 
But, oh! Thou bounteous Giver of all good, 
Thou art of all thy gifts thyself the crown. 
Give what thou canst, without thee, we are poor, 
And with thee, rich, take what thou wilt away.” 

See Task. 








Religious Communications. ' 


AN ADDRESS TO PROFESSORS OF RELIGION UP- 
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING THE 
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 


BRETHREN, 

1. CHRISTIANS are no benefit to the caufe of Chrift, unlefs 
they fill their places, as they ought; they are no advantage to 
the intereft of religion, unlefs they live as Chrift has direéted them 
to live. It is worfe with them, in this refpect, than it is with 
men 
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men in other ftations in life. If a manin public office does not 
fill his place, as he ought, he may yet retain forme degree of ufe- 
fulnefs. For inftance, a magiftrate may fail of filling his office, 
as he ought, and yet not be entirely ufelefs. A minifter of the 
gofpel may fhamefully come thort of his duty, in his minifterial 
function, and yet, it cannot be juftly faid of him, that he is good 
for nothing. But if you entirely fail of filling your places, as you 
ought, it may be faid of you, that you are good for nothing, as 
to the purpofe for which you as Chriftians are defigned. Our 
Lord, {peaking to his difciples upon this fubject, faid, Ye are the falt 
of the earth ; but if the falt have loft its favour, wherewith fhall it be 
falted ? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be caft out and to be 
trodden under foot cf men. Chriftians are compared to falt, as it 
refpects its prefervative qualities. ‘They are the /alt of the earth, 
in maintaining the do¢trines of godlinefs, and fupporting exam- 
ples of piety. If they wholly fail of being and doing what is re- 
quired of them, they become good for nothing in their profeffson. 
2. It is the command of Chrift, that all Chriftians give the 
world unqueftionable evidence of their obedience to him. No 
man can fulfilthe duties of the Chriftian calling and profeffion, by 
taking a concealed ftation. To hide religion is the fame thing as to 
be difobedient. The fun, moon and ftars are lights, which are de- 
figned for a confpicuous place. Chriftians, if real, are light in the 
Lord. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is fet on a hill cannot 
be hid. Profeffors of religion anfwer not the purpofes of Chriftian- 
ity, any further than the works, the worth and the charaéter of the 
Chriftian, are feen in their lives. Let your light fo fbine before men 
that they may fee your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 

heaven. 
3. Chriftians are not Chrifitans merely for thtmfelves. To be 
true Chriftians is the only way to fave our fouls. But let it be 
remembered, that Chriftians are called and fanétified of God, for 
other and higher purpofes, than. merely their own falvation. 
Whoever is a true Chriftian is called, chofén, and fanétified of 
God ; as far, therefore, as the agency of God is concerned, in 
providing him a Saviour, and working obedience in his heart, it 
is not done merely for him ; it is done to bring glory to God ; it 
is.done to place him, and his good works, in open fight of men, 
that they may confefs that the Chriftian is the workmanfhip of 
God. Neither do-men light a candle and put it under a bufbel, but on a 
eandleflick, and it giveth light unto all that are in the houfe. As the 
candle is lighted for the benefit of all who come within its light ; 
fo light is made to fhine in Chriftians for the benefit of their fel- 
low men. Is it not true, that God, in all the communication of 
his favours, has a further object in view, than merely their good 
on whom his favours are beltowed ? Was Abraham called of God 
to leave his native land, merely for his private intereft? No; it 
was 
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was for the benefit of millions in ages to come. God faid to 
Abraham, And thou fhall be a blefling ; and in thee fhall all the 
families of the earth be blefféd. Was Paul called to be an apoftle to 
fill an honourable office in the church of God, and was he called 
to this honour merely for-his own benefit? No; it was for the 
benefit of future ages. Howbeit, for this caufe I obtained mercy, that 
in me firft Fefus Chrift might fhew forth all long fuffering for a pattern 
to them which fbould hereafter believe on him to life everlafling. Chrif- 
- tians, then, have fomething further to confider, than merely their 
private advantage. ‘The moment they begin to act for themfelves 
they ceafe to ad as Chriftians. 
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, INFERENCES. 


1. How contrary to the fpirit of Chriftianity is the fentiment 
of thofe, who fay, that a religious profeflion is unneceflary ! 
Many, who would accommodate their religion to their withes, fay, 
we can have religion, as well in fecret, as by making a public pro- 
feffion. But how contrary is this opinion to the exprefs commands 
of Chrift! It is to extinguifh the light, which he has commanded 
to fhine. How can fuch perfons expeé& that Chrift will own 
them, in the day of his appearing, when they have been afhamed 
to own him before men? 

2. Is there not reafon to believe, that profeffed Chriftians, by 
their impiety, do great injury to the caufe of Chrift? It is proba 
bly true, that many, by their unfaithfulnefs to Chrift, do more inju- 
ry to the interefts of religion, than is done by all the combine 
ed exertions of infidels. How many are there, who are good for 
nothing, as to the great purpofe for which Chriftians are defigned ? 
How many, who are neither ufeful, nor ornamental to the Chrif- 
tian caufe ? How many, who are ftumbling blocks over which un- 
believers fall? 

Every man’s religion becomes queftionable when he is no ‘hon- 
our to Chrift. Atk yourfelf, O carelefs profeflor, whether, on the 
whole, the caufe of Chrift does not fuffer on account of your un- 
faithfulnefs ? For this purpofe confider your neglect of prayer, and 
your carelefs life. Doft thou fill the place, which a true Chriftian 
ought to fill? Art thou in all the relations of life, what a fol- 
lower of Chrift muft be, to adorn the doGrine of God his Saviour ix 
all things ? Doft thou imprefs the minds of finners, that the life 
of Chrift is made manifeft in your mortal body? Whata heavy 
charge will come againft all perfons in the great day, who have 
been a real injury to Chriftianity ! 

JUSTUS. 


Messes. 
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Messrs. Epirors, 


The following letter, which was written to a member of my parifh a few 
weeks before his death, becaufe of bis unwillingne/s to reeeive my pers 


fonal vifits, is fubmiited to your difpofal. . ki. 


Dear Friend, 

1T is from regard to what I efteem duty and your foul’s eternal 
well being, that I take the labour of this friendly epiftle. Dear 
Sir, receive it as from a friend; for, be affured, it is from motives 
of friendfhip-I am prompted to write you, in the alarming fitua- 
tion, in which I am induced to believe you are. 

From the converfation 1 had with you before the alarming on- 
fet of your diforder, I was led to exercife very tender emotions of 
{ympathetic pity, in the view of your fituation, with relation to 
your fupreme Creator, his righteous law, your own immortal 
foul, and another world, upon which fubjects we were wide in 
fentiment. 

Allowing, dear Sir, for a moment, your ideas upon thefe fub- 
jects to be true: What have you gained? Suppofe, for inftance, 
that regeneration, or a being made a new creature, be not effen- 
tial to falvation: A perfon, who has been the fubject of regenera- 
tion, enjoys in this world, to fay the leaft, equal happinefs with 
you, who believe inno fuch change. ‘he Chriltian, who isa re- 
newed man, fays and realizes as did the Pfalmilt, “ In keeping 
thy commands there is great reward.” Now, God has com- 
manded all men every where to repent; to exercife holy faith in 
him and in our Lord Jefus Chrift ; to love him with all our heart, 
foul, ftrength and mind, and to love our neighbour as ourfelves ; 
io make us new hearts ; i. e. to pofiefs new tempers of mind, new 
difpofitions, agreeably to the facred text. “If any man be i 
Chrift Jefus heis a new creature; old things are pafled away, be- 
hold all things are become new.” Sir, the Chrilftian, in the exer- 
ecife of repentance, godly forrow for fin, faith toward God and 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, which faith fuppofes a cordial reception 
of him as Prophet, Prielt and King, as great a willingnefs to be 
ruled by his laws as to. be faved by his meritorious fuflerings and 
death ; the Chriftian, who is the regenerated man, in the exercife 
of lowes to God’s, being and attributes, law and government, in 
the exercife of brotherly love and ail the Chriftian virtues ; the 
Chriftian, I fay,-in this transformed ftate, enjoys more real happi- 
nefs, even in this imperfect life, than all the unregenerated part of 
mankind. Perhaps, Sir, you do not accredit what I now fate: 
but, Sir, why will you not believe thefe declarations? They are 
fuch as Chrillians make: That they are true, there is as much 
evidence as the nature of the cafe willadmit. Chriftians have 

een over the fame ground that you have been over; they were 
once 
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once in the fame fituation, believed and difbelieved, received and 
rejected, loved and hated the moral fubjeé&ts, which you now do. 
They have been led by divine grace to change their fentiments 
and views of religion, have experienced a change of heart, or af- 
fections, and are now ina fituation to judge righteous judgment. 
They difcourfe with you upon religious things, not as thofe who 
have had only a fpeculative knowledge of them, but experimental. 
Having been on your ground, they know what itis; and, having 
experienced the power of true religion upon their minds, they are 
certainly under better circumftances of knowing the truth reipect- 
ing.it, than unexperienced perfons. It is a given point, that ex- 
perience is the beft inftruter, that it will teach what cannot be 
learned without it. Chriftians have experienced the power of 
true religion upon their hearts: you make no fuch claim. They, 
therefore, muft be the better judges. They fay there is a great 
gain of happinefs in the exercife of holy, religious affections. 5So 
there is nothing gained, in the prefent world, by cleaving to, and 
being actuated by fentiments like yours; but the gain is on the 
fide of Chriftians. 

Now, dear Sir, (allow me plainnefs of fpeech) what if your 
fyftem fhould prove a delufion? Jt may not be true! There isa 
poffibility of your being under a miftake about things of infinite 
importance ! What if it fhould be found, in the great and folemn 
day of final judgment, that none but fuch as have been born of 
the holy Spirit of God, in this world, can be admitted into the 
kingdom of heaven ? This may be found true! If it fhould, is not 
the man, who has experienced the regenerating influences of the 
Divine Spirit, in this world, feeing this is our only {tate of proba- 
tion; is not ¢4is mana fairer candidate. for future felicity than 
yourfelf, who will not believe, aud have not experienced the 
transforming influences of fuch doctrines, attended by divine 
power? ‘The truth is, for Chriftians to Ave is Chriff, and to die 
is gain; or, as the margin, Chrift is our gain in life and death. 
The meaning is, the renewed child of God is a gainer both here and 
hereafter. Do, Sir, think on thefe things. They are full of im- 
portant meaning. 

But, methinks I am converfing witha dying man! Your 
phyficians /ay, your friends think, and you, no doubt, believe, you 
muft foon die! Soon mult you fee developed before you the inter- 
efting realities of eternity. You are foon to enter upon a flate of 
happinefs or mifery in eternal profpeG! Which of thefe, my 
friend, is to be your lot, is known only to him, who hath the keys 
of death and hell, who will fit your final Judge, and before whofe 
righteous tribunal you are foon to ftand, and be rewarded accord. 
ing to the character you will be found to have fuitained when you 
left this world, whether it be good or whether it be evil! Is God 
a Being of perfect veracity? You profeis to believe he is. ‘Then 
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he will be as pundtilious in the execution of his threatenings, as in 


the fulfilment of his promifes. Your fins, O Sir, have merited 
eternal death! And, remember, there are a guard of cherubim 
and flaming {words ftationed at the entrance of paradife, to keep 
the way of the tree of life. The tranfgreflor cannot enter and 
partake of the tree of life and live forever, but by a Aving faith in the 
bleeding Saviour. For the fake of your immortal foul, dear friend, 
even now Jay hold on this only hope. Your glafs is well nigh run ; 


_and when the laft fand fhall have fallen, your condition in hap- 


pinefs, or mifery, will be unalterably fixed! “Pardon me when I 
fo freely, and from motives of love to your precious foul, at once 
exprefs my fears of the genuinenefs of your hope of future felicity, 
and my folemn concern for your future welfare. This, Sir, is your 
only ftate of probationary trial. ds you die, fo you muff remain. 
He that is holy then, fhall be holy ftill, and he that is filthy fhall 
be filthy ftill. Leave, then, O leave not the world in a gracelefs 
ftate. Give not up the ghoft till you become a fubje&t of regen- 
eration. Launch not upon the boundlefs ocean of eternity till you 
are pofleffed of vital holinefs. Appear not before the awful bar of 
an offended Judge, till you are clad in the feamlefs robe of the 
almighty Saviour’s righteouinefs. 

As one, who expects foon to meet you before our common 
Judge, I prefent you, asa pledge of my friendthip, thefe addrefles. 

My prayers accompany this epifile. Adieu. 


K- g Jan. 1806. 
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BRIEF SURVEY OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY IN A SERIES OF LET- 
TERS TO A STUDENT IN UNIVERSITY, BY HIS FATHER. 





Letter VI. Century V. 


Continued from page 257. 
My dear Son, 

IN this letter I fhall exhibit to your view the leading events, 
which happened in the Chriftian church, during the fifth century. 

In the beginning of this century the Roman empire was divid- 
ed into two diftiné fovereignties, of which the one comprehended 
the eaftern provinces, in which were the feven churches of Afia, 
mentioned by St. John, in the Revelation, and many other 
churches ; the other comprehended what were called: the weftern 
provinces, which were fituated in Europe. 

At this period the Roman empire began rapidly to decline. 
Many holtile incurfions were made into it by feveral barbarous 
nations, the refult of which was, that many fair provinces of the 
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empire were laid wafte. The weltern emperors foon deprived 
thofe of the eaft of the fubftance of their power and authority, 
and left them in poffeffion of the fhadow only. The conftant 
wars which were carried on between the Roman emperors and 
the neighbouring barbarous nations, and between themfelves, were 
productive of inexpreffible calamities. It is neverthelefs to be ob- 
ferved that idolatry, upon the whole, declined, and the Chriftian 
religion, as to its limits, became extended. Both in the Eaft and 
Welt feveral nations embraced the gofpel. This was alfo the cafe 
with no inconfiderable number of Jews. 

In this century the gofpel was preached in Ireland, and with 
eonfiderable fuccefs. Itis recorded by feveral of the hiftorians of 
this age, that many remarkable prodigies happened, and that 
many aftonifhing miracles were performed, to which they aflign, 
in fome confiderable degree, the fpread of Chriftianity ; but by 
the moft judicious and refpetable writers in the church, it is be- 
lieved that, in general, thofe wonderful accounts have little or no 
foundation. But notwithftanding the Chriftian religion was, in a 
confiderable degree, extended in this century, yet Chriftians, in 
many places, fuffered muck rigorous treatment, and many fevere 
diftrefles, arifing partly from the invafion of the Roman empire 
by barbarous nations, and partly from domeftic and fecret ene- 
mies. In Great Britain, particularly, a long feries of tumults 
involved the Chriftian inhabitants in many grievous and diftreflin 
troubles ; during the continuance of which, the Britifh church 
was in a fituation deplorable beyond expreffion. It was almolt 
totally overwhelmed and extinguifhed by their heathen neighbours. 
An immenfe number were cruelly put to death. 

With refpect to the ftate of learning and philofophy, in this cen- 
tury, but little can be faid of a favourable nature. However, 
fehools were eftablifhed in feveral great cities, in which the arts 
and fciences were taught, yet even in thefe literary inftitutions but 
very little folid and ufeful knowledge was acquired. The culture 
ef f{cience was confined to a few individuals; and even among 
thefe, learning degenerated from its ancient luftre, and aflumed, 
in general, a very unfeemly and fantaftic form. Ignorance and 
darknefs were generally prevalent. This obfervation more par- 
ticularly applies to the weftern empire. Inthe Eaft, polite litera- 
ture and folid fcience were cultivated with more fuccefs. 

In this century a very confiderable change took place in the 
government of the church. The power of the bifhops or minif- 
ters was much increafed, particularly the power of the bifhops of 
Rome and Conftantinople. Thefe dignitaries of the church were 
exalted not only to a very high fummit of ecclefiaftical, but of 
civil power. Being vefted with equal powers and dignities, a 
{pirit of jealoufy and rivalfhip foon {prung up between them, and 
an obftinate contention was carried on for fupremacy. The bifh- 
Vol. V. No. 8. Oo ep 
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op of Jerufalem, alfo, afpired after a place among the firft prelates 
in the church. ‘Thefe ambitious and unworthy , contentions 
among thoie, who ought to have been the meek and humble fol- 
towers of Jefus in their views and purfuits, were the occafion of 
calling feveral councils to adjuft and fettle exilting differences. 
The refult was, that five fuperior rulers of the church were creat- 


. ed, who were diltinguitbed from the relt, by the title of Patriarchs ; 


and who were velted with diftinguifhed rights and_ privileges. 
To them alone belonged the right of confecrating bifhops in the 
provinces under their jmifdi@ion. The cognizance of all impor- 
tant caufes, and the decifion of ,all weighty controverfies, were 
alio referred to them. 

The patriarchal authority and government of the cherch. were 
attended with many inconveniences and evils. They proved a 
perpetual fource of diflenfions and animofities, not only among 
Chri(tians at large, but among the bifhops and inferior officers of 
the church. ‘To thefe evils it is to be added, that the vices of the 
clergy in general were carried to an enormous height. Luxury, 
arrogance, avarice and voluptuoufnefs moft aftonifhingly prevailed 
among the greater part of the clergy, particularly thofe of the 
higher order. But notwithftanding this gloomy ftate of the 
church, it was ornamented with feveral diftinguifhed luminaries. 
Such were Cyril, Theodoret, Theophilus, &e. As to the doctrines 
of religion, thefe were underftood and explained in a manner, 
which bore but little refemblance to their intrinfic purity and fim- 
plicity. | Difputes and controverfies were greatly multiplied 
throughout the Chriftian world; the moft important of .which 
refpected the nature and perfon of Chrift, the imnate corruption 
or depravity of man, his natural ability to live according to the 
requirement of the divine law, the necafiity of fupernatural or di- 
vinie grace in order to falvation, the exiftence and nature of hu- 
man liberty, &c. 

Thefe points of controverfy were highly interefting and impor- 
tant, but they were generally handled in fuch a manner and with 
fuch a fpirit, as to diffufe darknefs rather than light, and to cher- 
ith bad, rather than good affections. In connexion with thefe ill 
conducted controverfies, it is to be obferved, that fuperftition and 
enthufiafm daily gained ground. Of all the inftances of fuper- 
ftitious frenzy that diftinguifhed this age, none was held in higher 
veneration, or more excited the wonder of the multitude, than that 
of a certain clafs of men denominated Svilites, who, from religious 
motives, erected pillars, fome of prodigious height, on the tops of 
which they placed themfelves, and there remained for years ; fome 
to the day of their death. The founder of this feé&, whofe name 
was Simeon, pafled thirty feven years of his wretched life upon 
pillars of different heights, one of which was forty cubits, or fixt 


feet. By this whimfical and ftrange condud he acquired the mo 
fhining 
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fhining reputation for fanétity, and arrefted the venesation of all 
around him. To whata height mutt fuperftition have been gene 
erally carried in this dark and deplorable flate ofsthe church ! 

The rites and ceremonies of the church were multiplied, in this 
century, to a very aftonifhing degree. Several writers of this pe- 
riod, who kept themfelves from the general contagion of the times, 
reprefent real religion as almoft fmothered under an enormous 
load of fuperftitions fopperies. Divine worfhip was continually 
rifing from one degree of outward pomp and ceremony to anoth- 
er, fuited only to attra& the gaze of ftupidity and the admiration 
of ignorance and fuperftition. The prielts’ garments were fuperb, 
and embellifhed with a variety of {fplendid ornaments. The rich- 
es and magnificence of the churches, which were ornamented with 
coftly images, exceeded all bounds. ‘The altars and the chelts, 
in which facred relicks were preferved, were, in moft places, made 
of folid filver. From thefe examples we may eafily imagine the 
fplendour and expenfes which were lavifhed upon the other uten- 

ls, which were employed in the fervice of the church, and the 
glare and pomp which accompanied the public, religious folem- 
nities. 

With relation to the divifions and herefies, which troubled the 
church in this century, it is generally to be obferved, that they 
were many and various. To defcend into a minute detail of them 
would: not only be tedious, but inconfiftent with my plan. The 
leading feéts were thofe denominated orthodox, or Trinitarian, and 
the Arian. Thefe feés, which had previoufly exilted, became 
now divided, in a confiderable degree, among themfelves, as_ well 
as extremely obnoxious to each other. Their difputes were car- 
ried on with great acrimony and bitternefs, and in fome inftances 
were produdive of the moft fanguinary perfecution. Each of two 
reat feéts became, through the inftrumentality of varying circum- 

ances, alternately, the moft numerous and powerful. But on 

which fide foever the balance of power happened, the other was 
fure to be perfecuted and oppreffed in the moft unreafonable and 
unehriftianlike manner. During this vibration of parties, when 
the Arians were the molt powerful, Huneric, the emperor, who 
fided with the Arian fect, ordered the tongues of a very confider- 
able number of the Trinitarians to be cut out. This fcandalous 
and cruel mandate was executed. But notwithftanding the un- 
happy fufferers were thus deprived of the natural organ of {peech, 
yet, of {peech itfelf, they were not deprived, if credence may be 
given to the teftimony of very credible witnefles. Unawed by 
their unfeeling perfecutors, and conftrained by a fenfe of duty, 
they fpake, diftinally {pake, and proclaimed aloud the divine majef- 
y of the great and glorious Saviour. ‘This remarkable event, 
fadmitting it-to have been a fact) was confidered as a ftupendous 
miracle, effeéted by the fpecial interpofition of almighty power, and 
as 
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as indubitable proof of the divine difpleafure againft the Arians on 
the one hand, andof the divine favour towards the Trinitarian party 
onthe other. But confident as the Trinitarians might be, that the 
truth of their caufe was fupported by miraculous interpofition, the 
reality of fuch interpofition, ought not, too hattily, to be admitted. 

The controverfies which were carried on between thefe and 
other feéts were generally attended with more heat than light, 
and ferved rather to widen, than to clofe the breach between them ; 
nor were the refults of councils effectual to the fettlement of the 
unhappy difputes which agitated the church. This was indeed 
very far from being the cafe. One council favoured one party, 
another, favoured the oppofite party. Council aflembled again& 
council, and decree was pafled againft decree. Hence, inftead of 
harmony and peace, divifion and difcord greatly increafed, and the 
church was reduced to a condition truly wretched and deplorable. 

You have now had a brief furvey of the leading events which 
occurred in the church during the fifth century ; from which 
you learn, 

Not only that the grandeur and prowefs of the Roman empire, 
but the purity, the peace and profperity of the church were rapid- 
ly on the decline. This, you muft perceive, was in a great 
meafure owing to the general {pread of ignorance and luxury. 
Thefe, when they become generally prevalent, are incompatible 
both with the political and religious welfare of fociety. 

While the Roman empire was diftinguifhed by its patronage of 
literature and the arts of utility, and by the culture of habits of 
induftry and economy, it was preeminent in profperity and hap- 
pinefs ; but when thefe important objects began to be neglected, 
they were fucceeded by luxury and extravagance, pufillanimity 
and weaknefs, Soon this mighty empire, like Samfon, when de- 
prived of his locks, loft its ftrength, and became an object of de- 
rifion, or rather it became a ftriking archetype to the feet of Neb- 
uchadnezzar’s vifionary image, which were compofed, as well of 
clay, as of iron. Nor was it long before, like the feet of that im- 
age, it was broken in pieces and became as chaff before the wind. 

he great decline of religion in this century, with refpec to its 
purity, its peaceable and happy effects, is, in no {mall degree, to 
be traced up to the fame pernicious fources, ignorance and lux- 
ury. How important, then, how neceflary is it to the profperity 
of communities, whether political or religious, that ufeful arts and 
{ciences be liberally patronized, that knowledge be generally dif- 
fufed, and that habits of induftry and economy be afliduoufly cul- 
tivated ? Without thefe, neither good principles nor good morals 
ean be preferved. “To be without knowledge it is not good” 
neither in a political or religious point of view; nor without good 
morals can the profperity either of church or ftate be fecured. 
Happy would it be for the Chriftian world, were they, at this 

period 
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period of their gloomy and diftrefsful vifitation, to know and 
duly improve the things which belong to their peace and happi- 
nefs ; and happy for thefe United States, were they, regarding the 
divine admonition, “to enter into their chambers and fhut the 
doors about them, until the indignation be overpaft.”” While the 
Lord is coming out of his place to punifh the inhabitants of the 
earth for their iniquity ; while his judgments are abroad in the 
world, O that this highly favoured, though highly finful people, 
might learn righteouinefs, that they might be fafe in the day of evil! 

From the review you have taken of the luxury and arrogance, 
the avarice and voluptuoufnefs of many of the clergy in this peri- 
od, you may be ready to afk, why were thefe fcandalous practices 
tolerated ? Why did Chriftian churches fuffer their minifters 
thus to difgrace the facrednefs of their office, and fcandalize the 
humility and holinefs of their profeffion? The anfwer is ready ; 
They would not have fuffered thefe difgraceful practices in their 
religious inftruéters, had it not been that they themfelves, in 
general, were blinded by the grofleft fuperftition and funk into 
depths of ignorance and vice. It is not greatly to be wondered 
at, that the priefts were thus corrupt, when it is remembered, that 
*‘ the people loved to haye it fo.” A corrupt and profligate people 
qwill, in all ordinary cafes, have a corrupt and profligate miniftry. 
The current adage, like pricf, like people, is equally true when re- 
yerfed. Itis feldom the cafe that a people eleé&t a man for their 
religious teacher, whofe fentiments, views, and general habits are 
not analogous to their own. Although the corruption of the 
people can furnifh no reafonable excufe for the corruption of their 
minifters, yet it is not to be expected, generally, that the people will 
have minifters found in the faith and found in morals, while they 
themfelves are heretical and diffolute. Were Chriftian focieties 
earneftly to contend for the faith, which was once delivered to the 
faints, and heedfully to walk by that rule, little would be the dan- 
ger of their having men for their inftruters, 

‘* Loose in morals, and in manners vain; 
In conversation frivolous— 
And well prepar’d, by ignorance and sloth, 


By infidelity and love of th’ world, 
To make God’s work a sinecure.” 


Were Chriftian focieties truly defirous of it, it is believed that 
they would, at leaft in general, be bleffed with teachers whom the 
Great Head of the church would approve, as men after his own 
heart ; men 


— “« Simple, grave, sincere ; 

In doctrine uncorrupt, in language plain ; 

And plain in manner. Decent, solemn, chaste, 
Much impress’d 

Themselves, as conscious of their awful charge ; 
And anxious, mainly, that the flocks they feed 
May feel it too.”— 
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That men of this defcription univerfally might be introduced, 
as labourers into the vineyard of the Great Hufbandman, how 
does it become the true friends of Zion ardently to long and im- 
portunately to pray! Lord, haften this fo defirable event, by 
preparing thy people for its accomplifhment. 

- The difputes and controverfies which, in this period, were fo 
generally prevalent, and conduéted with fo much zeal and viru- 
lence, and which were produtétive of fo little light and fatisfaétion, 
remain unfettled to the prefent day. Although the fubjects, to 
which they related, have, from that day to this, been controyver- 
fially difcuffed, and by the ableft pens, yet ftill there remains a 

reat diverfity, and even oppofition of opinion refpecting them. 
How is this to be accounted for? Can it reafonably be fuppofed, 
that the character of Chrift, the character of man, with relation to 
depravity and freedom of agency, and the operations of divine 
grace on the foul in order to its qualification for future happinefs, 
&c.; can it reafonably be fuppofed that thefe fubjects are unintel- 
ligibly expreffed in the book of God, or expreffed fo obfcurely, 
that the honeft and inquiring mind mutt be at a lofs rightly to un- 
derftandthem ? This you will probably think, and with good rea- 
fon, is inadmiffible. Whence then arifes fo great a diverfity, and 
even oppofition in opinion, refpecting them? Where there is 
clafhing and oppofition of fentiment among men, with refpeét to 
thefe fubjects, you will readily perceive that fome muft be atpe- 
able with error, error which is “ great and palpable.” But is 
not error of this kind to be traced to an evil heart of unbelief, as 
its true and baneful fource ; a heart in love with darknefs rather 
than light ; a heart deceitful above all things and defperately 
wicked? If any man deo the will of God, fhall he not know of 
doétrine ? Will he not, in things effential and important, difcover 
truth from error? In thefe things the wayfaring man, though a 
fool, fhall not err. Error in religion, generally, if not univerfal- 
fally, takes its rife from finful blindnefs or depravity of heart. It 
is, therefore, as inexcufeable, as it is dangerous. 

That light has not been thrown upon thefe fubjects, it is not in- 
tended to infinuate. Controvertifts, and thofe efpecially of mod- 
ern times, have, with ability, and in a luminous manner, difcuffed 
them. Their controverfies have, like the collifion between flint 
and fteel, ftruck out many fparks of truth, which, it fhould feem, 
mutt be vifible to all whofe vifion is not greatly obfcured by an 
intervening veil. ‘To decide on which fide of the controyerfy 
the truth is to be found, is not my prefent obje@. My fentiments 
on the fubjeéts in queftion are, generally, known to you. If 
yours be not already eftablifhed, the beft advice I can give you is, 
diligently, prayerfully, and with a mind open to conviction, to ex- 
amine what faith the icriptures refpecting them. 

The 
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The virulence and perfecuting fpirit with which controverfy on 
thefe {ubjeéts was conducted in the century, which you have paff- 
ed in review, fhould remind you that fuch wrath is as far fret 
“ working the righteoufnefs of God,” as it is from producing 
“peace and good will among men.” It is to be cenfured and 
condemned as unworthy the charaéter of men, confidered either 
as Chriftians or focial beings. As you are connected with theolo- 
gical focieties, in which religious fubjects are difcufled, it is my 
hope and expectation that you will attend with candour to what- 
éver arguments may be adduced in favour of, or againft any fub- 
je& under difcnffion, and give it all the weight to which it fhall 
have any reafonable claim; and that, fhould you take a part 
yourfelf in the difcuffion, you will neither difpute with an irafci- 
ble temper, nor with the felfifh view to victory or of triumph. 
Difpute but with the meeknefs of wifdom, and you will neither 
be elated with fuccefs, nor mortified by a defeat; and fhould you 
fail of imparting inftruction and benefit to your opponent, you 
will feldom, if ever, fail of receiving them yourfelf. 

I wifh to imprefs it on your mind that you may, on no confider- 
ation, indulge malevolent defigns, or cherifh refentful feelings to- 
wards an opponent, however uncandid he may be, however un. 
fairly he may treat you, or however great may be his errors. 
The true fpirit of Chriftianity exercifes benevolence, or good will 
to all men, to all beings fufceptible of either of mifery or happi- 
nefs. Let the religious errors of others be ever fo great, even 
“« damnable herefies,” this will by no means juftify a fpirit of per- 
fecution, malignity or ill-will againft them. Charity or benevo- 
lence, when genuine, is diffufive. It embraces all ; as well her- 
etics, as thofe who are found in the faith, and enemies, as well as 
friends. By this, however, I would not be underftood as infinu- 
ating that the law of charity obliges you either to entertain a fa- 
vourable opinion, or to exercife Chriftian complacency towards 
errorifts indifcriminately. This is very far from being the cafe. 
Real Chriftians may err, and undoubtedly do fo, in relation to 
religious fubjeéts: but their errors are, comparatively, of but mi- 
por importance. This circumftance fhould by no means fupercede 
or prevent your exercifing towards them brotherly affection, or 
. the charity of complacence. But religious errors do exift, and it 
is to be apprehended that they are numerous, which carry con- 
vincing evidence, that the fubjects of them are in that ftate of 
moral darknefs which is inconfiftent with the Chriftian charaéter. 
The ways of fuch errors, however right they may appear to thofe 
who embrace them, “ are the ways of death.” But fhall I recom- 
mend it to, or enjoin it upon you, to exercife towards fuch charac. 
ters, cordial affection, or a love of complacency and fatisfaétion ? 
No, my fon; God forbid. To exercife this affection towards 
fuch objects would be to fide with that wifdom which is from be- 
neath 
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neath, in oppofition to that which is from above ; it would be to 
countenance and approve of moral darknefs, and to difcounte- 
nance and difapprove of moral light. Indeed, the exercife of this 
affection towards fuch objects is as impracticable, as it ig foreign 
from duty. ‘lhe friend of truth, as fuch, can never exercife af- 
fections of complacency towards the advocate of fundamental er- 
ror, in a religious view, or towards any one, whom he confiders as 
fuch an advocate.- Between fuch oppofite chara@ers there can be 
no cordial union or Chriftian fellowfhip. But were the probabili- 
ty of this union and fellowfhip between fuch oppofite charaéters, 
fo remaining, admitted, it would not only be highly unreafonable, 
but highly impious to attempt it. While it is my heart’s defire 
and prayer to God that you may poffefs the moft diffufive benev- 
olence, let me folemnly enjoin it upon you never to fuffer your 
foul, your affections, to be joined with the fentimentally, or the 
practically wicked. 

From the view you have had of the fenfelefs fopperies, and of 
the pomp and fplendour which were introduced into the worfhip 
of God, are you not ready to conclude, that thefe things were 
better adapted to amufe the fancy, to cherifh pride, and excite the 
belief that religion, in a great meafure at leaft, confifts in the 
magnificence and fplendour of outward appearance, than in the 
exercifes of the inner man of the foul? This conclufion it is be- 
lieved is but too juft. May you receive from it the impreffion of 
true wifdom. Remembering that God looketh not upon the out- 
ward appearance, but upon the heart, and that he requireth 
truth in the inner man of the foul, let it be your great concern, 
whether you worfhip God in a fplendid edifice, or in the feclufion 
of the clofet, to do it in fpirit and in truth. With worfhippers of 
this defcription, only, is the great Object of worfhip pleafed. Such 
ovly does he feek. Give to God, then, the affections of your 
heart. This is a reafonable and a neceflary fervice. 

When you contemplate the fuperftition of the Stiktes in mount- 
ing themfelves upon pillars of prodigious height, and in this way 
attempting to climb, as near as poflible, to heaven ; and in indulg- 
ing the belief, that they fhould by this mean become more holy and 
celeftial in their affections, you may be ready to exclaim, infatuated 
men! diftracted vifionaries! Is this the effe& of rational religion ! 
Surely the humbling religion of the lowly Jefus, never feeks to fhine 
on elevated heights like thefe ! But, my dear fon, moderate your 
fenfations, nor let your exclaims overleap the bounds of fober mod- 
eration. Remember, that although true religion does not feek to 
fhine in fuch elevated fituations, to attraé the gaze and excite the 
admiration of men, it is equally true, that fhe does not feek to 
confine her light under a bed, or to the narrow limits of a bufhel. 
Embrace, then, and cherifh that religion, which, avoiding thefe 
two extremes, delights to fhine before men with a mild but cheer- 
ing luftre. N—E. 

To be continued. PERSEVERING 
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Selections. 


PERSEVERING PRAYER HONOURED; OR, GREAT 
EVENTS FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS. 


ILLUSTRATED IN THE CASE OF ELIJAH. 


AFTER the conteft with Baal’s priefts, in which truth pre- 
vailed over error, and the honour of Jehovah was vindicated by 
a fign from heaven, idolatry was overturned, and its advocates 
were either filenced or flain; but, to fhew that God delighteth in 
mercy, and that when judgment is inflicted, it is from neceflity, 
not from pleafure ; no fooner does Ifrael renounce idolatry, than 
a pardoning God promifes to withdraw that famine, under which 
they have long been fuffering, through the want of rain. No 
fooner had God promifed to fhower falvation upon faffering If 
rael, than we are told that “ Ahab went up to eat and to drink ; 
and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel: and he caft himfelf 
down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees ; and faid 
to his fervant, Go up now and look toward the fea. And he 
went up, and looked, and faid, There is nothing. And he faid, 
Go again feven times: and it came te pafs at the feventh time, 
that he faid, Behold, there arifeth a little cloud out of the fea, like 
a man’s hand.” 1 Kings xviii. 42—44. While the condu@ of this 
prophet holds out an example worthy of our imitation, his /ucce/s 
is calculated to encourage us to perfevere in the fame duty. 

Let us notice his condu@. Ahab and Elijah had feparated ; 
but Ahab went, not to humble himfelf before that God whom he 
had infulted; not to reproach Jezebel for her bad counfel; 
not to devife means whereby he might honour God, and blefs his 
country ; but he went to eat and to drink; to confole his beloved 
Jezebel on the lofs of her priefts and her God ; and to regale him- 
felf in the profpeé& of approaching plenty. On the contrary, 
Elijah feeks retirement. After the painful, but honourable fervice 
of the day, he climbs the mount of Carmel ; there to obtain, not 
food for himfelf, but God’s favour to Ifrael. There his faith 
feeds on the promife, while his prayer is filled with ardent fupplica- 
tions to obtain the bleffings it held out. In the evening, his God 
had anfwered him by fire from heaven ; but now he pleads, that 
he would blefs Ifrael with abundance of rain. 

What deep humility appeared in his addrefs! “ He caft him- 
felf down upon the earth.” Behold the man who, on the preced- 
ing evening, ftood before Ifrael, honoured and obeyed as the 
prophet of Jehovah, now proftrating himfelf on the ground,—rifing 
gradually on his knees ! but, {till to fhew how greatly God was to 
be feared, even by a prophet, when he approached him, he bows 
Vol. V. No. 8. P P down 
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down his head to the earth. Prayer is indeed the proper ex- 
ercife of the heart. In it the foul wreftles with God for a blefling. 
In vain do we draw near him with our lips, if the heart be far 
from him. Though bodily exercife can profit little, yet, even 
that fhould bear forne correfpondence with the difpofition of the 
mind. ‘Thofe honours which earthly fovereigns confer on their 
fubjects are generally received on their knees. Let us, therefore, 
come and énee/ before the Lordour Maker: and were the pulpits 
and pews im all our places of worfhip fuitably accommodated for 
fuch. a pofition in our public addreffes, it might be as proper. In 
particular cafes of advanced age, or bodily infirmity, a fitting 
polture may be neceflary ; but when it is the habitual practice of 
healthy individuals, or of whole congregations, to fit during the 
time of prayer, the appearance is not only indecent, but irexcufa- 
ble. Elijeh proftrated himfelf in the prefence of God ; and were 
it the general practice of worfhippers to kneel in prayer, to ftand 
while they fing, and to fit while hearing the fermon, it would be 
productive, not only of greater variety, and of fweeter harmony, 
but of flrifer attention. But where the people fit to fing, to pray, 
and to hear, can we wonder to behold fo many nodding heads, or 
drowfy countenances, when they fhould be all attention? 

Great carnefincfs was alfo manifeft on this occafion. His heart 
Was fixed and fervent. He continued, and probably long wrelft- 
ling for that blefling fo much needed. by Ifrael. His God and 
his fervant (whom fome fuppofe to have been that fon of the 
Shunamite, born in anfwer to a promife, and afterwards reftored 
to life as a miracle of God’s power) were the only witnefles of 
this folemn fcene. Often as the fervant had looked at his mafter, 
he does not appear to have interrupted him in his devotion but 
once. In compliance with the prophet’s order, he went and look-. 
ed toward the fea; and, upon his return, faying, There is nothing, 
the prophet bade him go yet feven times ; that is, though he was 
to repeat his vilfits again and again, he wifhed not to be interrupted 
in his devotion, till the difcovery was obtained. Nota word, nor 
fo much asa whiiper was to be heard ! It was the inward devotion 
of the heart ; the wreftling of the mind: earneft, fervent, inwrought 
prayer. The fervant went, and came. Probabiy, uponevefy re- 
peated vifit to the fummit of the mount, as well as upon his return 
to the place where he had left his matter, he Fn make fome 
fiay ; yet he always found his mafter in the fame place, and.in the 
fame pofition. Still he continued in prayer. Could we have'read 
the Janguage of his heart, when there was not a word on his 

tongue, it would have been to the following effec : “ Lord, as I 
was yelterday called to be an advocate for thee, I now appear as 
an interceffor for Ifrael. Follow the convictions they then felt, 
with an effectual impreflion on their minds. Forgive the iniquity 
ofthis people. Do not abhor them, for thy name’s fake. Remem- 
ber 
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ber them in great mercy; and break not thy covenant with them. 
[ cannot fet thee go till thou grant a bleffed rain, to render a barren 
land, fruitful ; and to convince them that there is a God anda 
prophet in Ifrael.” 

Confidence gave vigour to his earneftnefs in this prayer. It 
was the prayer of faith : founded, not on the mighty power of God, 
or the general goodnefs of God, but on his gracious promife. 
Before the leaft exhalation appeared from the fea, or a cloud to 
indicate the approath of a fhower ; while the heavens were as 
a heated furnace above, and the earth like fuel, half confumed be- 
neath, Elijah had been commiffioned to affure Ahab, that rain 
was coming in abundance. ‘The prophet, therefore, might be cer- 
tain that the promife would be fulfilled ; but, to let us fee that 
while promifes furnifh matter for prayer, Elijah, by prayer and 
fupplication, makes known his requeit to God. Inftead of going, 
like Ahab; to eat and drink; or retiring to Carmel, there to fit 
ftill in his floth ; inftead of, with fome, faying, ‘If it is to be, it 
will be ; my prayers wilfneither fruftrate nor forward the perform- 
ance of the promife,” he pleaded with God to beftow that bleffing 
he had promifed.: He believed that he fhould have the bleffing, 
before he afked it ; and, therefore, he would give God no reft till 
he had obtained it. 

Perfeverance in prayer. accompanied his confidence. Though 
God feemed to tarry, the prophet kept waiting for him, and plead- 
ing with him, His fervant was probably more impatient, wirle 
running backwards and forwards fo frequently without fuccefs. 
Six times had the young man gone and returned; but he faw 
nothing. How happy would he be on the feventh to break the 
filence, faying,“ I fee a cloud like a man’s hand, rife out of the 
fea!” As if he had faid, “O, my father, give over thy agree ' 
thou haft had power with God, and haft prevailed ! Thy prayer 
is heard. Yes: I have feen, as it were, the hand of God, as that 
of a man, rifing out of the fea, to fubfcribe his amen to all thy 
petitions. Only, matter, rife, behold, and acknowledge it thyfelf !” 
Thus, 


“‘ To patient faith the prize is sure.” 


Let this prophet’s fuceefs in pleading encourage God’s child. 
ren to perfevere in prayer, The fervant faid, * Behold, there 
arifeth a little cloud ont of the fea,” &c. In this,as in many other 
inftances, we behold great effeéts arifing from very fmall begin- 
nings. Things, which at firft appeared almoft infignificant, have 
enlarged into very extenfive blefliangs, ‘This cloud, which appear- 
ed no bigger than what might have been covered by a man’s hand, 
kept gradually afcending, and. extending itfelf, til] at laft it cov- 
ered the whole iky. Thus alfo hath it been with truth in the 
church, with grace in the heart, with efforts to promote the aber 
ells 
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efts of religion in particular places, and with the diffufion of 
happinefs in the world. 

In taking a view of the rife and fpread of divine truth in the 
church, we behold it rifing like a man’s hand out of the ocean of 
human mifery, in the fir promife of God after man’s fall: I will 
put enmity between the ferpent and the woman, and between the 
feed of this and of that ; but in bruifing the heel of the one, the 
head. of the other fhall be crufhed# Probably, at firft, this promife 
would appear to thefe progenitors of mankind dark, obfcure and 
infignificant. But it, has proved a cloud full of bleflings, which 
have often refrefhed and made glad the city of God. Rifing out 
of its former obfcurity, it has extended itfelf wider and wider, till it 
has become amplified into all thofe exceeding great and precious 
promifes, which now appear yea and amen in Chrift Jefus. For 
what is the whole Bible but the firft promife expanded, illuftrated, 
and applied ? It was no lefs than Chrift, grace, glory and immor- 
tality in the promife. | 

The fame may be faid of grace in the heart. Like this cloud, 
or likea grain of muftard-feed, to which it is compared in {crip- 
ture, hardly perceptible at firft, it unites with the foil, {wells, 
germinates, burfts the fhell, fprings up, forms itfelf into branches, 
and extends them till the birds come and lodge under its fhadow. 
While the mind is under concern and conviction, grace remains 
hid under a cloud of obfcurity. In appearance it is all cloud ; 
but there is a blefling behind, which, like a hand, brings help, and 
works deliverance. Thus, that work of grace, which commences 
in conviction, advances to a ferious concern, increafes with hopes, 
which are often beclouded with fears, gradually becomes like the 
fhining light, or like this extending cloud, iffues in all the bleffed- 
nefs of falvation. Increafing with the increafe of God, it grows 
up toward a perfec man in Chrift, till it attain to the mark of the 
ftature of his fulnefs. Take courage, O ye timid followers of the 
compaflionate Jefus. He thathath begun his good work in you 
will preferve and perform it till he has perfected that which con- 
cerneth you. 

Efforts to promote the intereft of religion, in particular places, 
like this little cloud, have afterwards been greatly extended. A 
Cornelius ‘has prayed in private 3 or two or three who feared the 
Lord have converfed together, and united in prayer, for the di- 
rection and blefling of God upon their liberal defigns. The Lord 
has hearkened, heard and anfwered the prayers which his Spirit in- 
dited in their hearts. A meffenger from divine mercy has been 
fent amongft them. One, like the Philippian jailor, has heard and 
trembled ; another, like Lydia, found«her heart opened to attend 
to the word preached ; a third, like’ the wandering Onefimus, has 
been impreffed by the very fame truth upon which he had formerly 
turned his back. The prayers of a pious few have proved = 

e 











1808. ] Anecdote. 809 


the dew from heaven, to water the feed diffeminated by the faith- 
ful minifter. Others were inclined to hear, and made to feel the 

wer of divine truth. A church was formed, the congregation 
increafed, the handful of corn was greatly multiplied, the little 
one became a thoufand. The cry then was, Lengthen the cords, 
and ftrengthen the ftakes. Thus, like this cloud, they were col- 
lected to {catter bleflings all around. Not only on this little hill, but 
upon individuals and families around them, the fhowers have 
come down in their feafon, even fhowers of bleflings ; while freth 
converts have fprung up as the grafs, or have flourifhed as willows 
by the water courfes. 

Like this cloud, the diffufion of happinefs in the world has origi- 
nated from very {mall beginnings. Witnefs the firft introduction 
of the gofpel in Judea, and afterwards into Britain ; and witnefs 
focieties, which have been formed and fucceeded, for the {fpread of 
the gofpel, the promoting of religious knowledge, or the fending 
of Miffionaries to the Heathen : others, for diftributing Bibles at 
home and abroad, in our fleets and our armies : and who can tell 
but the. humiliations and prayers of the late faft-day may be pro- 
ductive of extenfive bleflings, haftening on that day, when all the 
kingdoms of the earth fhall fubmit themfelves to Jefus Chrift, and 
the world,be filled with his glory ? Blefled day ! when peace fhall 
look down from heaven, and war fhall no longer defolate the earth. 

While that cloud of gofpel grace, which originally appeared in 
Judea, has extended itfelf even to us, let. us feverally inquire 
whether, as individuals, it has proved to our fouls a fhower of mer- 
cy, which, bringing falvation, maketh barren hearts fruitful ? 

Let us alfo take notice of the connexion there is between prayer 
and providence. View this in the abolition of the flave trade ; 
in the profperity of the gofpel in particular places ; and in the 
{pread of it in the world. Though the Saviour be yet clothed 
with a cloud, foon will he fhine forth, as the fun in its ftrength, and 
then all the nations of the earth will fee and rejoice in the falva- 
tion of our God. [£v. Mag. 

———=b ::@ : a 
ANECDOTE. 

THE late Rev. John Johnfon was a man, whofe zeal for the 
propagation of the gofpel expofed him to fevere trials. A per- 
fon, it is tated, who had already been foiled in an attempt to 
infult Mr. Johnfon, refolved to embrace another opportunity of 
venting his rage. Some days afterward, coming out of the 
country, he overtook a perfon driving an empty cart. He got 
into it, and, full of his purpofe, began to tell of the preparations he 
had made, and of what he would do tothe preacher. After talk- 
ing with much indignation and profanenefs on this fubject, he laid 
himfelf with his face downward in the cart, and apparently fell 
afleep. Having driven into the town, the carter called to him, 
and fhook him for the purpofe of awakening him ;_ but, turning 
him on his back, behold! the perfecutor was dead ! A View 
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Review, 

A View of the Economy of the Church of God, as it exifled primitively 
under the Abrahamic Difpenfation and the Sinai Law ; and as it is 
perpetuated under the more luminous difpenfation of the gofpel ; ‘particu- 
larly in regard to the covenants. By Samuel Auflin, D. D. Wor- 
cefter. ‘Thomas & Sturtevant. 1807. 





THE fubje&, upon which this volume is written, is interefting to - 
individual believers, to the church, and to the world. Ipterefting 
however as the fubject is, it has hitherto been involved in no incon- 
fiderable obfcurity ; particularly that part of it, which ref{peéts the 
relation, in which the children of believers ftand to the covenant 
and to thechurch. Contradictory theories upon the fubjecét have 
been exhibited, and advocated by different writers; and in the 
clouds and fmoke of controverfy, the inquirer after truth has. beer 
in danger of being bewildered and loft. Of the Abrahamic cove- 
nant different views have been entertained; and an attention to 
its nature, the extent of its promifes, and to its perpetuity, has 
been too much neglected. By many writers, not only among the 
Anabaptifts, but alfo among the Pedobaptilts, the ancient com- 
munity of Ifrael has been reprefented in a manner, which difrobes 
it of every thing fpiritual, and of courfe of its peculiar glory ; 
and in a manner calculated to lead to the conclufion, that God 
had in reality no vifible church in the world till after the advent of 
the Meffiah. ; 

Laying afide the theories of fallible men, the author has taken 
the Bible for his guide, and in a manner, which evinces diligence 
in refearch, clofenefs of attention, and ability and judgment in 
comparing fcripture with {cripture, has exhibited a view cf the 
Hebrew economy, as eltablifhed by Jehovah, from its rile in the 
call of Abraham and the covenant made with him, to its confum- 
mation in the Chriftian church. 

The work is divided into fifteen chapters. The divifion and 
arrargement are natural and pertinent. The fourth chapter con- 
tains an analyfis of the covenant of circumcifion. In this analyfis 
the nature and extent of the promifes made to Abraham are clear- 
ly fhown; it is fhown with equal clearnefs, who the feed are, to 
whom the promifes have refpe& ; and the perpetuity of the cove- 
nant is clearly demonftrated. In this chapter much light is ex- 
hibited, with refpeét to the covenant eftablifhed with Abraham. 
The promifes eftablifhed, and the inferences made from them in 
this chapter, are highly mterefting. The fubje& is treated in a 
manner, which is new, and which is calculated to enlighten the un- 
derftanding, and intereft the feelings. The reader of the work 
will do well to attend to this chapter particularly, before he pro- 
ceeds further, as the truths, which it contains, are at the founda- 
tion of many things brought into view in the fubfequent parts of 
the volume. The 
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The fixth chapter, which refpects the covenants of Sinai and 
Moab, is mterefting. It contains much elucidation ; evinces the 
impropriety of contidering the Hebrew community as a civil focie- 
ty and not a religious ; and fhows that every thing in the laws and 
eftablifhments of that community was defigned to act in fubfervi- 
ency to this great end, the prefervation of the purity of their faith 
and worthip ; and that religion and the real interefts of the church 
were manifeltly not the means, but the end. 

A particular examination of each chapter would exceed the in- 
tended limits of this review. The memberfhip of infants in the 
Jewifh and Chriftian church is eftablifhed, and the manner fhown 
in which they ought to be treated by adult believers. Upon this 
part of the fubject, which is kept in view as one leading object of 
the whole work, the author has exhibited much light, and has 
made many new and interefting remarks. The concluding chap- 
ter, which contains deduGtions from the preceding chapters and 
addrefies, is pertinent and feeling. 

This volume is calculated in many refpeéts above any other work 
which has yet appeared, to put an end to the Anti-pedobaptift 
{fcheme, and to convince its advocates, that that is not the {icheme 
of the Bible, nor the fcheme of God. 

The whole work exhibits the unity of the church of God from 
the calling of Abraham to the prefent time, and from the prefent 
time to the confummation of all things ; it exhibits the church as 
a glorious building, erected and finifhed in a manner becoming 
the dignity and glory of him, who fileth all in all. 

The work is circulating, and will have an extenfive influence in 
promoting the interefts of Zion in the world. Saith the author in 
the concluding chapter of the volume, “ The f{cripture, comprifing 
both Teftaments, is to be viewed as a difpenfation of God’s one, 
eternal covenant, inftituted for the redemption of finners. In this 
light, it lays before us one entire, harmonious fcheme, which 
originates in the purpofe of God, embraces the whole church, pro- ° 
grefles through ages, extends into eternity, and refults in a good 

worthy of unlimited benevolence.” 








Religious Fntelligence. 


UNITED STATES. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NEW JERSEY. 


Extract from a Letter from a young Gentleman in Scottstown, New York, te 
his Friend in Andover, Mass. dated Dec. 11, 1807. 


A work of divine grace is now New Jersey. These towns are ad- 
going on in the townof Newark, jacent to New York. The work is 
Elizabethtown, Orangedale, &c. in chie@y among the young; and is 
considerably 
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considerably extensive. In Newark 


_ three students in the law have 


hopefully become pious, and are 
about to prepare for the ministry ! 
This is pleasing to the friends of 
Zion. The ministers of these 
places find as much as they can do ; 
and yet they are taught, that they 
can do nothing. One of them ob- 
served, that he -scemed to have 
nothing to do, but to stand still and 
see the salvation of God. Other 
ministers, who visit these places, 
are animated at the g/orious scene, 
and carry home a spirit of increased 
zeal in the work of the Lord. 
Some careless persons, who resort- 
ed thither to visit their friends, 
were arrested, and hopefully made 
the subjects of divine grace. Thus 
the Lord is found of them who 
sought him not! Happy, indeed, 
would it be, if this gracious work 
should spread and become general 
through the land. If the interests 
of religion should revive, and soci- 
ety be rescued from the deluge of 
wickedness, we should have reason 
to consider it as a token for good. 
But will not God avenge himself on 
such a nation as this! The few 
friends of Christ are under obliga- 
tion to be engaged with all their 
hearts in these times of delusion / 
B. 


-——» +o 


FOREIGN. 


WNITED ERETHREN’S MISSION 
AT BAVIANSKLOOF. 


&xtract of a Letter from Brother 
C.G. Schneller, in St. Kitts, dated 
Fan. 26, 1807. 


*“ You o# .y have heard before 
now, that it]*s pleased the Lord 
to take home to himself, onthe 12th 
of December last, our beloved 
brother, Eusebius. Williams. A 
large company, beth of white people 
and negroes, attended the funeral. 
My mind was deeply affected with 
sorrow for the loss of this valuable 
young brother, while I delivered the 
funeral discourse. Both the mission- 


aries and all the members of our ne- 
gro congregation, had gained great 
love and esteem for this dear broth- 
er. His discourses in our church, 
and his exhortations to our people in 
town and country, were accompanied 
with much power and unction; and 
his heart was full of love and humble 
zeal, in promoting the spread of our 
Lord’s kingdom. He was willing 
to do any thing in his power to be 
useful in the Mission: we had there- 
fore promised ourselves very essen- 
tial assistance in his services. To 
gain souls for Christ was his heart’s 
desire and delight : and such are the 
men we wantin the service of God 
in this Mission. But who canknow 
the ways and purposes of the Lord 
with his servants ? 

‘* After being very active in the 
labour among the catechumens com- 
municants onthe 14th of November, 
he was seized on the 15th, with a fit 
of the malignant fever, then prevail- 
ing in the island; and on the 18th, 
the physician pronounced his case to 
be dangerous. However, the Lord 
heard our fervent prayers, and re- 
stored him to us, so that in 2 short 
time he could again do his duty in 
the church. Yethe continued to 
complain of weakness and frequent 
head-aches, but always expressed a 
hope, that he should soon be well, 
having been formerly troubled in the 
same way in England. 

** December 11th, he took a short 
ride for the benefit of the air, and 
returned home seemingly much re- 
freshed. My wife, who always be- 
haved to him like a mother, persuad- 
ed him to teke a little broth, after 
which he called upon brother Procop, 
and conversed with him as usual 
very cheerfully, when on a sudden 
he gave a shriek, his eyes were fixed, 
and he felloff hisseat. The physi- 
cian being immediately sent for, all 
possible means were tried for his re- 
covery, but without effect. In the 
afternoon he was carried to his own 
dwelling ; but theugh he still moved 
his right arm and feet, he remained 
speechless, and his pulse was no 
more perceptible. At eight o’clock 
in the morning of the 12th, he ceased. 
to breathe. 


«< Thus 
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« Thus this dear and faithful broth- 
er was taken from us, and we andour 
whole congregation caanot but weep 
over his loss. May the Lord of the 
harvest soon prepare and send forth 
other labourers, who, with the same 
devotedness of heart, love to the ne- 
groes, and zeal for the cause, may 
serve him in this place.” 

Extract of a Letter from Brother C. 

F. Richter, dated St. Fohns, Anti- 

gua, Dec. 21, 1806. 


** We arrived here on the 12th of 
Octoberlast, and found our brethren 
and sisters all well. 

‘© We experienced immediately 
the good effects of the indefatigable 
pains taken by our dear late brother 
Eusebius Williams, both during our 
abode in London, and on the passage, 
toteach us the English language, by 
which we were enabled, without loss 
of time, to begin our labours, and to 
converse intelligibly with the ne- 
groes. This proved a great help to 
our fellow labourers, as we could di- 
rectly take our share in visiting the 
sick, and speaking with the people 
belonging to this very numerous 
congregation. We are quite at 
home here, and have gained a great 
love for our dear negro brethren 
and sisters. Brother E. Wil- 
liams left us on the 22d of October, 
for St. Kitts. 

“* We loved this our dear depart- 
ed brother most cordially, and you 
will all, no doubt, lament the loss of 
so hopeful and active a servant of 
the Lord in this mission. We 
know that the Lord might have 
spared him to us, if it had been his 
gracious will, and pray to be resign- 
ed unto him, who does all things 
well ; but we feel the stroke severe- 
ly, and earnestly entreat him soon to 
send us a brother equally well pre- 
pared by his Spirit, to succeed him, 
and to serve with the same gladness 
and unfeigned love and zeal. 

“Our late brother was in truth a 
humble follower of Christ, with 
whom he had found mercy and 
peace, and whom he knew and lov- 
edashis Redeemer. His peaceable 


and affectionate disposition, and the 
Vol. V. No. 8. 


Qe 


earnest desire, manifest in his whole 
conversation, to promote the welfare 
of those who were committed to his 
care, had gained for him the esteem 
and love of all who knew him in Eng- 
land, particularly of the scholars in 
the Brethren’s school at Fulnec, in 
which he had been employed for 
some years as an assistant. On his 
arrival in St. Kitts, the negroes im- 
mediately gave him their confidence, 
and loved and regarded him as a 
man whose whole soul was intent up 
serving them and doing them good. 
His labours, therefore, though of 
short duration, were attended with 
the blessing of the Lord, and with 
good fruit. In teaching brother 
Richter the English language, he 
began already here to serve the 
cause of the mission, by thus quali- 
fying the latter immediately to enter 
upon the labour.”’ 





FROM THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Letrers, dated Jan. 25, 1807, 
mention the well-being of our breth- 
ren there, and that .he number of 
believing Hottentots at Bavianskloof 
had been increased in 1806, by fifty 
persons. 

Owing to the weak state of health 
of the vcthedh Kohrhammer and 
Marsveld, they were not able to 
supply the camp with a missionary ; 
and a Dutch missionary, Mr. Van 
der Ling, had been called to that sta- 
tion by general Baird. 

By letters from London we under- 
stand missionary accounts from In- 
dia have been received there as late 
asthe 13th Feb. 1807. By them 
it appears that the missionaries at 
Serampore have progressed far in 
the printing of the scriptures in six 
languages, and the translating them 
into eleven. We also learn they 
have engaged a Burman Pundit, to 
assist them in making a twelfth trans- 
lation. 

The above statement will explain 
how far the laudable object has been 
obtained which was stated last year, 
when soliciting subscriptions to as- 
sist the efforts of these missionaries 
intranslating the word of God into 
the Asiatic languages. [£v. Jnt. 


Biographical 
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Mbituarp. 


Biographical Sketch of Mrs. Abigial Pickard, and her amiadle 
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Walls. 


Messrs. Epttrors, 

Tue biographical sketches of pi- 
ous characters, that have adorned 
your useful Magazine, appear calcu- 
lated to quicken, animate and en- 
courage others to emulate their ex- 
amples. Who can hear of conduct 
so sublime and excellent, without a 
wish to “go and do likewise »” If 
the delineation of characters, thus 
remote in time and place, has in- 
fluence upon our lives and practice, 
how great the advantage to be ex- 
pected from the relation of the pi- 
ous and exemplary walk of cotem- 
poraries, whohave recently fallen a- 
sleep in Jesus? Of this description 
may be considered Mrs. Abigail 
Pickard and her amiable daughter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wallis, late of Bev- 
erly, Massachusetts. 

From a child, Mrs. Pickard was 
of a kind, affectionate disposition, 
seeking opportunities to relieve the 
distressed. Even in the davs of her 
youthful vanity, she never appeared 
happier, than when employed in 
carrying food to the hungry, or cov- 


ering to the naked. But notwith- ° 


standing her natural benignity, she 
was brought to consider her cwn 
righteousness, as filthy rags, and to 
plead the all atoning Sacrifice, as 
her only foundation to hope for ac- 
ceptance with God. Living in a 


‘time of great declension of religion, 


she had heard little of the depravi- 
ty of the heart, and the consequent 
necessity of regeneration. But 
hearing of a person, who had been 
brought from the captivity of Satan 
to sing redeeming love, her curiosi- 
ty was excited to hear what the new 
born. soul could say upon so new a 
subject. The effect was, (such as 
may God grant every impenitent 
sinner to experience) conviction of 
sin, and a heart humbling sense of 
her wretched state by nature. 
Notwithstanding the bitter anguish 
of her soul, she cautiously endeayour- 


ed to conceal the malady from hu- 
man observation, especially from 
her tender sympathizing companion, 
Her struggles with her stubborn, 
rebellious heart were long and poig- 
nant. She was at length brought 
to bow at the feet of Jesus, and 
acknowledge him her rightful Lord 
and Sovereign. Soon after this, in 
the 34th year of her age, she made 
a profession of relivion; and for.a 
while enjoyed light and comfort. 

About this time she became the 
mother of a lovely child. This, be- 
ing her first son among several chil- 
dren, engrossed too large a share 
of heraffections. For her criminali- 
ty in thus robbing God, he was pleas- 
ed to *‘ send leanness into her soul.” 
Though her external walk was 
regular, yet she was far from pos- 
sessing that sweet communion with 
God, those soul ravishing views of 
the Saviour, which are realized by 
such, as uniformly give him their 
supreme affection, and leave all their 
burdens at the foot of the cross. 
Notwithstanding her spiritual twi- 
light, she was enabled in a good 
degree to discharge the duties of a 
wife, mother, and neighbour. Her 
acquaintances then pronounced her 
a friend to humanity, and a lov- 
er of the souls of men. 

But God, who was preparing her 
for greater usefulness, saw fit to 
try her in the furnace of affliction. 
Her darling son, just verging to 
manhood, in the bloom of’ health 
and loveliness, was suddenly sum- 
moned into the eternal world. Dying 
abroad, where the maternal tongue 
could administer no counsel, nor the 
hand relief, no wonder that an in- 
dulgent mother was deeply affected. 
A sense of her unfaithfulness to his 
immortal soul pierced her through 
with many sorrows. She was often 
ready toexclaim, ‘‘ My punishment 
is greater than I can bear.” In 


reference to this scvere chastise- 
ment, 
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ment, she often.remarked, ‘I was 
as a bullock unaccustomed to the 
yoke.” Her affliction on this ac- 
count, however, was soon exchang- 
ed for painful solicitude for her own 
soul. Reflections upon her past 
stupidity in religion and backsliding 
trom God stung her to the heart. 
The number and magnitude of her 
sins appeared too great to be forgiv- 
en. A view of them filled her with 
horror. The terrors of the divine 
law seemed in array against her 
soul, and the gnawing of the never 
dying worm appeared already be- 
gun. She sometimes retired to 
bed with the fearful. apprehension 
that she should be lifting wp her 
eyes in hell before morning. 

But the Lord, merciful and gra- 
cious deajt not with hér after her 
sins, nor rewarded her according to 
her iniquities.” Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitied” his afflicted handmaid. He 
lifted upon her the light of his coun- 
tenance, and caused her to sing of 
mercy in the midst of judgment. 
Her views of the sovereign goodness 
and equity of God were greatly en- 
larged. She was constrained to 
say, * Though he slay me, yet will 
I trust in him.” With singular 
propriety might she say, ‘* It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted. 
Before Iwas afflicted I went astray ; 
but now have I keptthy word.” 

From this time, we may date the 
effulgence of, that light in her, which 
‘‘shone more and more unto the 
perfect day.’ From this time, she 
manifested uniform resignation to 
the divine will. Whatever were 
her trials, she appeared to rejoice 
that the Lord ‘reigned, and would 


SrEe“HAPY overrule all things for 


is own glory. 

Two of her daughters, in view of 
their ruined state ms nature, were 
brought at different times to the 
borders of despair. This induced 
many to ask her, whether she did 
not tremble for the event. ‘ By no 
means,” she would reply with em- 
phasis, “I feel no anxiety on their 
account. They are in the hand of 
God.” 
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‘ 


Though her faith appeared strong 
and unwavering, yet her uniform 
hospitality, kindness to the orphan, 
liberality to the poor, and attention 
to the sick, evinced her belief that 
faith without works is dead. With. 
in her doors the stranger found & 
safe asylum, a welcome retreat; 
nor did her want of complacency 
lead him to realize that he was not 
encircled in the arms of parental 
love. The orphan’s cause lay near 
her heart. To st@i she was a pro- 
tector and mother?’ ” | 

To the sons and daughters of af- 
fiiction, who were real objects of 
charity, her alms flowed liberally. 
The appeal may be made to such, as 
God has seen fit to reduce to penury 
and want. Did she eversay to you, 
* Departin peace, be ye warmed and 
filled, without giving those things; 
which are needful to the body ” 
And while she supplied your tempo: 
ral necessities, was she not careful 
to minister salutary food to your 
immortal souls ? 

But the virtue, for which she was 
most eminently distinguished, and 
in which she greatly excelled, was 
her unceasing attention to the sick. 
To the families of her own children, 
of whom four were settled near her, 
she was a physiciananda nurse. In 
all their trials and exigencies, im- 
mediate recourse was had to her for 
advice and counsel; on which they 
were accustomed to rely with al- 
most implicit confidence. For 
“she opened her mouth with wis- 
dom, and inher tongue was the law 
of kindness. Her children arise up 
and call her blessed; her husband, 
also, and he praiseth her.” Nor 
were her brothers and sisters ex- 
cluded from her assiduous care. In 
all their sicknesses and distresses 
she, like their guardian angel, 
watched around their beds, endeav- 
ouring’ with affectionate zeal to 
sooth their sorrows and cheer their 
languid spirits. 

But her tender concern for the 
sick was not confined to the circle 
of her numerous relations» Her 
acquaintances in general both rich 
and poor shared largely in her kind- 

ness. 
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ness. Without waiting for formal 
invitation, she repaired to the man- 
sion of distress. Nor was she there 
an idle spectator. She was pecu- 
hiarly happy in discovering and pur- 
suing such measures, as were con- 
ducive to the relief and comfort of 
the sick. With the greatest readi- 
ness and cheerfulness she performed 
for them the lowest and most ardu- 
ous offices of humanity. 

_ During the, prevalence of conta- 
gious disorders mhile the sick were 
suffering for help, and the well fear- 
ful of assisting them, this excellent 
philanthropist was rarely to be found 
at home. Her business was with 
the sick and dying. Nor would she 
cease her prayerful watchings and 
laborious services, till exhausted 
nature compelled her to seek re- 
pose. No sooner was her vigour 
restored, than she returned to the 
beds of the languishing. In cases 
of uncommon danger, where extra- 
ordinary help was necessary, she 
frequently tarried days and some- 
times weeks in character of a ten- 
der nurse. Nor could the fostering 
mother exercise greater gentleness 
to her infant, than she exercised to- 
ward the sick. 

Yet for their perishing bodies her 
concern was comparatively small. 
These seasons were her precious 
opportunities to find access to the 
heart, to whisper gospel truths to 
the soul, to speak of the total aliena- 
tion of the natural heart from God, 
and our infinite need of reconcilia- 
tion to him through the blood of a 
Saviour. Many now living can wit- 
ness the truth of these assertions. 
But afar greater number will bear 
her testimony in the great and aw- 
ful day, when the applauding Judge, 
xs we. trust, will salute her ravish- 
ed ears with ** Well done, good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 

She manifested disgust at what is 
generally denominated fashionable 
living. ..Blest with this world’s 
an. she remembered that they 
were committed to her for nobler 
purposes than sumptuous living or 
vain.show. It gave her unspeaka- 
bly greater joy to be instrumental 
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of promoting the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, than to have possessed all the 
honours of a flattering world. * The 
gospel was a delightful, exhaustless 
treasure to her soul. This she 
evinced by her remarkably constant 
and cheerful attendance upon the 
worship and ordinances of Christ’s 
house, as well as at other places, 
where ‘*two or three were gather- 
ed together in his name.” On all 
such occasions, her solemn attention 
and animated countenance, convinc- 
ed the beholder, that she found it 
good to be there. This, however, 
was not the only way in which she 
exemplified her attachment to the 
cause of the dear Immanuel. For 
evangelical purposes, she was on all 
occasions a cheerful giver, 

Those, who denied thé essential 
doctrines of the gospel, she with 
humble boldness warned of their 
danger; and on proper occasions 
reminded them, that, in order to en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven, 
they “* must be born again.” But 
tosuch, as differed from her in non- 
essentials only, she exercised the 
most tender forbearance and Chris- 
tian charity; .nothing being more 
painful to her than contentions about 
modes and forms to the neglect of 
the weightier matters of the law. 

When animosities arose among 
friends and neighbours, she prudent- 
ly interfered, not to widen the 
breach, but, like Moses, “‘to set 
them at one again.” In such lauda- 
ble undertakings, she was generally 
a successful peace maker. 

She habitually used great plain- 
ness of speech. The rich and the 
poor were alike subject to her salu- 
tary reproofs. But such were her 
mildness and affability, that she 
rarely gave offence. While they 
smarted under reproof, they could 
not but revere and love the reprover. 

Indignities offered to herself or 
family, she passed over as lightly 
as possible ; observing, that if she 
did not merit it from creatures, she 
deserved infinitely more from God, 
viewing them as his instruments 
for her correction, though they 
‘‘meant not so, neither did their 
hearts think so.” 
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Slander, that infectious fashiona- 
ble vice, was a stranger to her lips ; 
nor was it practised in her presence 
without a gentle intimation that it is 
nobler to correct our own faults 
than to expose the faults of others. 

It is well known that her attach- 
ment to her minister was strong 
and uniform. Yet she generally 
qualified her invitations to bim in 
the following manner: “ I wish 
you to visit us as often as you can, 
consistently with your numerous 
duties. We shall always be glad 
to see you when vou cannot be bet- 
ter employed, But if you do not 
visit us I shall not be grieved, while 
I have reason to believe that you are 
engaged in the service of God. I 
have no doubt but what you wish to 
visit all your people often. But we 
all know that you must study in or- 
der to bring forth from your treas- 
ure things new and old.” She 
would often observe, ** We may see 
and hear our minister many times 
in the week if we only attend his 
meetings. Now if we remember 
and meditate upon what he says, we 
shall not want hisparticular visits so 
often. If we want particular con- 
versation with him, we can visit 
him.” 

Her brethren and sisters in the 
church were precious in her sight. 
if they strayed from duty, with 
Christian meekness she would 
endéavour to lead them back, say- 
ing, “This is the way, walk ye in 
it. 

For several of the last years of her 
life, she appeared to be fast ripening 
for immortal joys. Her heart 
seemed truly “ fixed, trusting in 
God.” 

_ Nearly two years since, while her 
eldest daughter was dangerously 
sick, her son in law agonized with 
grief in prospect of losing the desire 
of his eyes, grand children and 
friends weeping around the bed, this 
heroic saint, with towntenance 
placid beyond aig stood 
over her unmoved, “ Pigs daugh- 
ter,” said she, “is very’ to me. 
But I feel no distress in view’ of 
parting with her. If Iam not de- 
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ceived, it is my desire that God 
should be glorified in her, whether 
in life or death. It is our duty to 
use all proper means for her recov- 
ery, quietly submitting the event 
to God. We are short sighted 
creatures, and know not what is best 
for us : But he knows, and we shall 
be perfectly safe in trusting in 
him.” ~This she uttered with an 
emphasis peculiar to herself, ex- 
ceedingly impressive. This was 
her usual manner of administering 
consolation to the afflicted. Her 
conversation was in heaven. Nor 
was the fear of man sufficient to pre- 
vent her from conversing in all cir- 
eles upon the entire Teqvanity of 
the natural heart, the necessity of 
repentance toward God, and faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

The last severe trials of her faith 
previous to her own sickness and 
dissolution were those of her 
youngest daughter, Mrs. Wallis, 
above mentioned, and one of her 
domestics. Mrs. Wallis was seiz- 
ed with a fever, which she soon ap- 
prehended would prove mortal. 
Her mother, though of the same 
opinion, maintained a cheerful ac- 
quiescence in the will of her heaven- 
ly Father. For a_ considerable 
time she attended her languishing 
daughter with unremitting care. 
But weary nature at length compel: 
led her to submit in part to others 
what it had been her pleasure to 
perform alone. 

In addition to this affliction, one 
of her sons was seized at home with 
a dangerous fever, and also her ser- 
vant girl, of whom the latter expir- 
ed in a few days. 

She was a girl of cotour, who 
had lived with Mrs. Pickard several 
years, and who, to the honour of her 
mistress, loved her, as did allher 
domestics, with filial affection. The 
sudden death of this girl, which 
some would have regarded as a cir- 
cumstance of small moment, was a 
severer trial to Mrs. Pickard, than 
any she had for a long time experi- 
enced. She several times observed 
that she had thought more of her 


than of her own expiring daughter. 
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The apprehension that she was dy- 
ig in her sins, and would thus ap- 
pear before God, was truly distress- 
ing. Not that ‘she would arraiga 
his justice, but call in question her 
own faithfulness to her soul. ‘I 
believe,” said she, “‘I] have done 
all for her mortal part that it was 
my duty to do. But I fear I have 
come greatly short of duty to’ her 
precious, immortal soul.” ‘She ex- 
pressed great concern for her com- 
fort, often inquiring of the worthy 
physician who attended her family, 
whether the girl had every thing 
necessary. © She would have es- 
teemed it a privilege to have attend- 
ed her personally. But we have 
reason to believe that her prayers 
and tears were poured forth abun. 
dantly in her behalf. 

Mrs. Pickard made little or no 
complaint, till after her daughter 
expired. Till then, she watched 
ever her, anticipating her wants. 
Immediately after this melancholy 
event, which wrung the héarts of 
many, with countenance composed 
and mind serene, she used means 
for her own restoration. But, alas, 
an incurable disease had taken root 
and diffused its fatal effects through 
her frame. She was immediately 
conveyed home, and died in less 
than a week. 

We have seen her composed and 
cheerful at the exit of beloved 
friends: and neighbours. We have 
often witnessed her calm resigna.- 
tion in view of losing beloved chil- 
dren. We lately beheld her joyful 
confidence in God under the be- 
reavement of an excellent and en- 
deared daughter. We now sce her 
approaching that enemy, from 
whom nature recoils with horror. 
Does she tremble in the awful pros- 
pect ? Does she wish to avoid the 
king of terrors? Knowing in whom 
she has believed, she smiles in the 
face of death. She anticipates his 
zpproach, as a welcome intreduction 
to heavenly joys. 

The violence. of her disorder, 
which baffied the skill of the most 
skilful, soon produced great diffi- 
culty in speaking ; but not sufficient 
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to prevent her selorifying God. . 
This was a theme familiar to. her 
pious soul. A _ view, to this had 
long regulated her conduct and add- 
ed energy to her active. powers. 
She early intimated to her family 
that she should probably fail, and 
expressed a desire that they might 
be prepared for the event. Her 
eldest daughter inquired which she 
should choose, life or death, provid- 
ed they were equally for the glory 
of God, She replied, ““My choice 
is, that the will of the Lord should 
be done. .I have no will of my own.” 
**Do you feel prepared,” said her 
daughter, “to join that holy compar 
ny above, whose delight it is to praise 
and worship God ?”—** And give 
him all the glory,” added the moth- 
er, with a countenance which indi- 
cated a heart already engaged in the 
heavenly employment. 
A sense of duty and regard to the 
ae ngs of her friends induced her 
liow the prescriptions of her 
shay siciany, and even to suggest what 
she supposed might prove benefi- 
cial. Still it was evident that she 
had no expectation of recovering. 
Through her distressing illness, her 
patience. was almost unexampled. 
Every thing» appeared _ perfectly 
right.’ Her bed was soft and de- 
lightful; for Jesus had made it so, 
Her attendants appeared kind and 
skilful; and her blessings infinite. 
God reigned, and she was satisfied. 
Of her minister, whe was preach- 
ing to a destitute flock, she spoke in 
terms the mast kind and respectful. 
Though she mentioned the pleasure 
his presence would afford, she re- 
joiced that he was doing greater 
good elsewhere. On his retura he 
found her speechless, He request- 
ed her to raise her hand, if she felt 
willing to depart. : She readily com- 
plied, andin a few hours left a world, 
in which, comparatively, very (few 
have been equally. useful. * 
Shall I but echo the feelings of 
her numerous friends in saying, that 
we have lost a mother to ourselves, 
a mothéryto-our children, and @ 
mother in Israed 2.,, j 
eee Had 
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Had Mrs. Pickard’s abilities or 
acquirements raised her above me- 
diocrity, the object of drawing this 
faint portrait would have been less. 
The human mind, naturally indolent, 
‘shrinks from the task of imitating 
great actions, which have their foun- 
dation in nature, and is ready to ex- 
claim, ‘* There is alion in the way ; 
God has not given me talents to per- 
form this or that.” But the charac- 
ter above described is calculated to 
silence all such objections, as Mrs. 
Pickard in point of natural abilities 
was on a level with mankind in gen- 
eral. Who need despair of success- 
fully copying the original ? 

Mrs. Wallis, of whom it was in- 
tended to have been more particular, 
than the protracted limits of this re- 
lation will now admit, was brought 
to realize her sinfulness by the in- 
strumentality of the death of her 
brother, and two others, who died 
with him, one ef whom was her par- 
ticular friend. When the news first 
reached her ears, she exclaimed, 
**O their souls, their precious im- 
mortal souls!” She immediately 
sunk into a stupor, from which she 
was aroused by the thunders of Si- 
nai. A view of the purity and ex- 
tent of the divine law, contrasted 
with the enormity of her own guilt, 
and the sentence denounced against 
her on account of it, filled her with 
unutterable distress; but issued in 
hopeful conversion. 

From this time, she appeared “an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there was 
no, guile.” Her friendships were 
sincere and lasting. Her kind and 
peaceable disposition was acknowl- 
edged by all with whom she was 
conversant. She evidently possess- 
ed that “meek and quiet spirit, 
which isin the sight of God of great 
price.” Her apparel and deport- 
ment were in unison with the hu- 
mility of her heart. She was a 
prudent, industrious, “ chaste keep- 
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er at home.” Asa wife, she was 
kind and condescending; as a moth- 
er, tender beyond description. In 
short, she was ‘‘a crown to her 
husband,” exercising toward him 
that love and reverence enjoined by 
the word of God, which add true 
lustre and dignity to the character 
of awife. She had an extraordina- 
ry sense of the evil nature of sin, 
and in view of her own often doubt- 
ed her union to Christ. But the 
most prominent feature in her 
Christian character was godly jeal- 
ousy. 

During the sickness, which ter- 
minated her life, Satan appeared to 
make his last great effort to lead 
her to despair of mercy, and trem- 
ble in view of death. But he, who 
is stronger than the strong man 
armed, appeared for her help. She 
then called her parents to her bed 
side, and told them that she was 
willing to die. She tenderly en- 
joined it upon her husband to bring 
up their little daughter in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord ; 
and added, that she had often prayed 
for the child, if she had ever prayed 
for herself. ‘* For what purposes,” 
said he, **do you most wish to re- 
cover?” She replied, “ That I may 
live more to the glory of God, and 
assist you in bringing up our dear 
child for him.” 

Toward the close of her short, 
distressful sickness, her senses 
failed. Rut, for the most part, she 
appeared engaged in heavenly con- 
templations. A few moments be- 
fore death she whispered, ‘ Shall I 
not fall asleep in Fesus ?” The mu- 
tual attachment of this daughter 
and mother was remarkably strong 
on earth, and we have reason to 
hope is perfected in heaven. ‘‘ They 
were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were 
not divided.”’* 


* Mrs. Elizabeth Wallis died October 3d, and Mrs. Abigail Pickard 
October 9th, 1807. 
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320 Death of Lord Nelfon. 


Particulars of the death of Lord 
NELSON. 


THe circumstances attending the 
death of this great man, cannot be 
uninteresting to our readers; we 
therefore select a few of them from 
Dr. Beattie’s authentic narrative :— 

“It was about fifteen minutes #f- 
ter one o’clock that he received his 
mortal wound, by a shot frum the 
mizel-top of the Redoubtable, an 
enemy’s ship, which was then close 
to the Victory. The ballstruck the 
epaulette on his left shoulder, and 
penetfated his chest. He fell with 
his face on the deck, and was soon 
carried down to the surgeons in the 
cockpit. From the first, he consi- 
dered the wound to be mortal ; and 
thought the ball had broken his 
back: in fact, it did lodge in the 
back-bone. 

‘‘ His lordship soon felt an ar- 
dent thirst ; and frequently called for 
drink, and to be fanned with paper, 
making use of these words, ‘* Fan, 
fan,” and “ Drink, drink.” Lem- 
onade and wine and water were oc- 
casionally given him, He was very 
anxious to see captain Hardy, and 
to know the state of the battle ; and 
lived to be informed that twelve or 
fourteen of the enemy’s ships had 
struck. 

‘** He was fully sensible of his dan- 
ger; and when hopes were held out 
to him, that he might possibly re- 
cover, and enjoy the victory of the 
day, he constantly declared, “it is 
allover: I know that nothing can 
be done for me. My extremities 
are cold; and I feel a gushing of 
blood every minute within my 
breast.” | 

* When capt. Hardy came down 
to see bim, he shook hands with 
him, and took a most affectionate 
leave, telling him, that he felt that 
jn a few minutes he should be no 
more; adding, in a lew tone, 
** Don’t throw me overboard, Har- 
dy.” The captain answered, ‘Oh, 
n0, certainly not ! “ Then,” replied 
his lordship, ‘* you know what to 
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do ;* and,” continued he, “take 
care of my dear lady Hamilton, 
Hardy,—take care of my dear lady 
Hamilton.” After which he said, 
‘¢ Now I am satisfied ! Thank God, 
I have done my duty !” 

‘** Soon aiter this, he became very 
low; his breathing was oppressed, 
and his voice faint. He said to Dr. 
Scott, ** Doctor, I have not been a 
great sinner ; and after a short pause, 
‘Remember, that I leave lady 
Hamilton and my (adopted) daugh- 
ter Horatia, as a legacy to my 
country ; and,” added he, ** never 
forget Horatia.” His thirst now 
increased, and he often called 
«© Drink, drink, fan, fan,” &c. 
These words were spoken in a very 
rapid manner, which rendered his 
articulation difficult ; but he every 
now and then, with evident increase 
of pain, made a greater effort with 
his vocal powers, and pronounced 
distinctly these last words, ** Thank 
God, I have done my duty!” and 
this sentiment he continued to re- 
peat as long as he was able to give 
it utterance. He remained speech- 
less about five minutes, and ther 
expired. 

‘From the time of his being 
wounded till his death, a period of 
about two hours and forty five min- 
utes elapsed ; and the last distant 
guns that were fired at the enemy’s 
ships, which were making off, were 
heard a minute or two before he 
departed.” 

Qur readers will make their own 
reflections on the death of this 
great man, who had been the hon- 
oured instrument of defending his 
country on many important and 
memorable occasions, and who at 
last expired in its defence. But it 
would have afforded peculiar satis- 
faction to the pious mind to have 
heard, that in the near approach of 
dissolution, he had expressed a 
humble sense of sin, and the hope 
of a Christian in the merits of the 
glorious Redeemer, and in the effi- 
cacy of that blood which cleanseth 

from all sin. [ Ev. Mag. 


* Alluding to some wishes previously expressed by his lordship to captain 
Hardy, respecting the place of his interment. 
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